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Federal EPA hopes to wrap up Plating Inc. site in early December
Lots of work still to be done as hazardous cleanup tasks and the future of the site passes to state, county, city
By JANE MCCLURE

Weeks of hazardous mate-
rials cleanup at an abandoned 
Hamline-Midway metal plating 
plant reached a turning point as 
November began. The federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is completing its work at 
Plating Inc. and is handing off 
ongoing site monitoring and 
next steps to city, county, and 
state officials. While neighbors 
are glad to hear of progress, they 
have a message for elected offi-
cials.

“I hope our state and city 
and county officials don’t forget 
us and leave us behind,” said 
Plating Inc. neighbor Dee Schleif-
er. “You guys don’t live here. 
Please don’t forget us.”

Keeping  the  communi -
ty informed is a priority mov-
ing ahead, said Ward Four City 
Council Member Russ Stark. His 
office will take over community 
outreach centered on the clean-

up. He suggested that officials 
meet again with neighbors in 
January.

More than 30 people attend-
ed an Oct. 26 community meet-
ing at Newell Park to hear from 
federal, state and local officials 
about Plating Inc., 888 N. Prior 
Ave. The property housed plating 

operations since 1938, but the 
most recent owners apparently 
walked away in 2016 for financial 
reasons. Not only were chemicals 
left in open vats and trenches, 
the building was the subject of 
break-ins and copper theft. 

Neighbors are concerned 
about past waste disposal prac-

tices, and whether yards, gardens 
and a pond along Pierce Butler 

Route are polluted. They asked 
for help to pay for soil testing in 

Neighbors encouraged to remember food shelf in holiday traditions
Consider donating favorite holiday foods or cost spent on gifts to Midway Food Shelf
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

This holiday season, consider 
donating the food you look for-
ward to feasting upon yourself.

“The biggest challenge we face 
during the holiday season is getting 
the food people want for the hol-
idays,” observed Keystone’s Mid-
way Food Shelf site manager Deb 
Amacher. “It’s really tough to get.”

Just as the general population 
does, those coming to the food 
shelf crave ham, turkey, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, 
green bean casserole, cranberries, 
bread and rolls, vegetables and pies. 

Those who use the food shelf 
are grateful for what is there, but 
Amacher can see the disappoint-
ment in their eyes when the cher-
ished food items aren’t available.

As the clients thank her and 
say, “God Bless you,” Amacher re-
sponds with a thank you of her 
own. “I’ll take all the blessings I can 
get,” she explained.

Some people have found cre-
ative ways to incorporate the Mid-
way Food Shelf into their holiday 
traditions.

“We have a few families who 
donate the cost of their holiday 
meals or celebrations to the food 
shelf, to provide the same for other 
families,” pointed out Keystone 
Director of Basic Needs Christine 
Pulver. “A few other donors give 

the amount that would have been 
spent on holiday gifts.”

One of the largest 
food shelves in Minnesota
The Midway Food Shelf, 1916 Uni-
versity Ave., is one of three brick 
and mortar sites in Keystone’s Basic 
Needs Program, and has been op-
erating for over a decade. The other 
two are in the North End and Rose-

ville. The program originated at the 
Merriam Park community center in 
the 1980s.

In all, Keystone reaches more 
than 30,000 individuals in Ramsey 
County through a variety of pro-
gramming and human services. Its 
name comes from a central wedge-
shaped stone of an arch (a key-
stone) that locks the parts together 
and supports the whole, a fitting 
description for the organization as 

it serves and strengthens the com-
munity.

In 2015,  Keystone also 
launched the Foodmobile, a mo-
bile food shelf that brings food di-

rectly to people with transportation 
barriers. The Foodmobile offers 23 
distributions every month, stocking 

Overview of the Plating Inc. exterior at 888 N. Prior Ave.; facing south. 
(Photo courtesy of the US EPA)

At the Plating Inc. site, crew members 
spray water on insulation bricks that 
contain friable asbestos to reduce the 
dispersion of the particles during re-
moval. (Photo courtesy of the US EPA)

Removing solids from waste water 
line vats at Plating Inc. (Photo 
courtesy of the US EPA)

Continued on page 15

Continued on page 15

The most popular items include rice, milk, juice, cereal, bread, peanut 
butter, and produce, according to Midway Food Shelf Site Manager Deb 
Amacher. “Most people are looking for meat,” she added. “Meat is so expen-
sive.” Keystone aims to give families access to healthy choices and supple-
mental food sources to keep families on the right track – empowering them 
to build self-sufficiency and healthy eating habits. (Photo submitted)

Keystone expects to distribute 2.4 million pounds of food in 2017 to an aver-
age of 8,000 individuals each month, including folks like Dennis Jacobson. 
The people who use the Midway Food Shelf most include retirees with limit-
ed incomes, disabled veterans, veterans in general, and homeless individuals, 
according to site manager Deb Amacher. The largest group is single men. 
Many don’t have access to stoves and instead rely on microwaves at conve-
nience stores to heat up their food. (Photo submitted)
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ART IT UP! at Merriam Park Library and the Weisman Art Museum
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Merriam Park Library, 1831 
Marshall Ave., will be spon-
soring their third ART IT UP! 
event on Thur., Nov. 16, 6:30-
7:30pm. Children ages 7-10 
are invited to read “The Great 
Antonio” by Elise Gravel; each 
participant will receive a free 
copy when registering for ART 
IT UP! Children’s  l ibrarian 
Margo Bock will lead interac-
tive games that revolve around 
the book, and library volunteer 
Jody Huber will give an intro-
duction to the Weisman Art 
Museum (which the group will 
visit on Nov. 17).

Written by Elise Gravel, 
“The Great Antonio” is a work 
of fiction based on a real per-
son who could do amazing 
things.  He once wrest led a 
bear, loved to sing opera, was 
so strong he could pull a bus 
loaded with passengers, and 
had a penchant for wearing a 
tuxedo. Find out more about 
him, and yourself, by creating 
a self-portrait at the library on 
Thursday night to take home. 

On Fri. ,  Nov. 17, 10:30-
11:30am, ART IT UP! partic-
ipants will visit the Weisman 
Art Museum on the University 
of Minnesota Campus. A Merri-
am Park Library volunteer and 
Weisman tour guide, Huber has 
been a tour guide at the Weis-
man for 22 years. “The museum 
has been thoroughly behind 
this partnership,” she said.

The Museum is located at 
333 E River Pkwy., and admis-
sion is free. There is a parking 
lot underneath the museum 
that costs $6 for 1-2 hours. 
Families who would like to 
travel together by train can 
make arrangements to meet 
Bock at the Fairview and Uni-
versity Light Rail Station. Talk 
to her after the Thursday night 
event to confirm times. 

Huber said, “Parents can 
accompany us as we explore 
the museum or not—they just 
need to remain in the building. 
Families are welcome to linger 
afterward too. ART IT UP! is 
really about piquing children’s 
curiosities. This is a very face-
to-face, hands-on learning ex-
perience. There will be plenty 
of time and space to enjoy the 
art.”

“The Weisman Museum 
was designed by an architect 
named Frank Gehry,” Huber 
said. “When it opened in 1993, 
it was the first museum Gehry 
had ever designed from the 

ground up. Because the mu-
seum itself is a tremendous 
work of art and a one-of-a-kind 
building, we’ll step outside and 
admire it. At the museum, we’ll 
also give each child a package 
of art cards with a selection of 
pieces from the Weisman’s col-
lection.”

Mark Kile, branch librari-
an at the Merriam Park Library, 
said, “Margo and Jody have 
found a way to enrich the read-
ing of a book, to make it come 
to life. Integrating reading with 
art allows a level of engage-
ment with a topic that’s not 
proscribed.”

ART IT UP! fol lows the 
opposite schedule of school 
field trips. All three events that 
Bock and Huber have led have 
either been held in the sum-
mer, or on days when school is 
out. Nov. 17 is a school release 
day. While this event is target-
ing 7-10-year-old readers, other 
events have been geared for 
slightly older children. Huber 
said, “Whatever book Margo 
chooses determines the age of 
the participants, so keep watch-

ing for what’s to come.”
Bock has been the chil-

dren’s  l ibrarian at  Merriam 
Park for  1.5 years,  but  has 
worked in St.  Paul l ibraries 
with a children’s focus for more 
than a decade. “ART IT UP! is 
coming direct ly  out  of  our 
branch library,” she said, “and I 
think this kind of programming 
really serves our mission as a 
library. Libraries are centers of 
community engagement. Not 
only is it our responsibility to 
open our doors every day with 
access to reading and listening 
materials; we need to provide 
social experiences that are dif-
ferent from what schools and 
other arts organizations are of-
fering. ART IT UP! is doing just 
that.”

There is no fee to partici-
pate in ART IT UP! but regis-
tration is required so that the 
library can provide books for 
everyone.  Call  the Merriam 
Park Library at 651-642-0385 to 
sign up and get your free copy 
of “The Great Antonio” at the 
front desk before the two-day 
workshop begins on Nov. 16.
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Library volunteer and Weisman Museum tour guide Jody Huber (left) and children’s librarian Margo Bock have created ART IT UP! at the Merriam Park Library. 
The program integrates art and reading in a playful way. The next two day-session will be Nov. 16-17, and there is no cost to register. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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St. Paul city officials are on the 
hunt for more funding for pol-
lution cleanup and property re-
development. The St. Paul City 
Council in October submitted 
nine grant applications to the 
Minnesota Department of Em-
ployment and Economic Devel-
opment (DEED) and the Metro-
politan Council for Tax Base Re-
vitalization Account Program for 
contamination cleanup.

One submission is for 1745 
University Ave., a former in-
dustrial building turned charter 
school. It is the new home for 
the nonprofit Junior Securement 
program.

Another is for 700 Emerald 
Ave., the longtime Weyerhaeus-
er property. It was sold last year 
to Dominium Development. 
Dominium has built hundreds 
of new housing units and been 
involved in developed or repur-
posed buildings throughout the 
West Midway.

Other projects are on the 
West Side, Payne-Phalen and 
North End. 

MHFA grants
The Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency (MHFA) in October an-
nounced $216 million in hous-
ing grants, for projects around 
Minnesota. One of the projects—

Ain Dah Yung’s program that 
provides housing and support 
services to young Native Ameri-
cans—will be on University Ave. 
near Victoria St. 

The new four-story building 
will provide emergency shelter as 
well as transitional housing for 
young people who age out of the 
foster care system.

Ain Dah Yung and Project 
for Pride in Living will build the 
development on the north side 
of University, in Frogtown. It will 
be by the Green Line light rail 
Victoria station. There will be 42 
apartments for people ages 18-24 
in the four-story building. Class-
rooms, kitchen space, a comput-
er lab, and space to pursue tra-
ditional Native American crafts, 
cultural ceremonies, and activi-
ties will be provided.

The residents will each have 
a case manager.

Ain Dah Yung will receive 
$9.4 million in low-income 
housing tax credits to help with 
its $11.3 million project. It’s one 
of several St. Paul projects fund-
ed this year.

Green space eyed for 
redevelopment
Remember the Faust, the Flick, 
and the Belmont Club? Those 
three adult-oriented businesses 
once anchored three of the four 
corners at University Ave. and 
Dale St. for years. All are gone 
now, with the new Rondo Com-
munity Outreach Library and an 
Episcopal Homes mixed-use de-
velopment at two of the corners. 
Now the northwest corner, which 
has been used as green space for 
about two decades, gets its turn.

The Metropolitan Council 
Oct. 25 announced the award of 
$4.55 million in Livable Com-
munities funds to transit-orient-
ed development projects. Projects 
along bus or train corridors in 

Eden Prairie, Minneapolis, and 
St. Louis Park were also funded. 
In total the four projects are ex-
pected to leverage an additional 
$216 million in private invest-
ment and $26 million in public 
dollars. The projects will produce 
361 affordable housing units and 
more than 1,500 new permanent 
and temporary jobs. 

The City of St. Paul made the 
grant submission. The city owns 
the property where the Flick once 
stood, but the project is likely to 
require other property acquisi-
tion. The project is recommend-
ed for $1.45 million.

Proposed is a building with 
9,000 square feet of retail/com-
mercial space, 15,00 square feet 
of office space and 61 affordable 
senior housing units. The project 
will also include a corner plaza. 

Nine projects were submit-
ted in June. Seven were reviewed 
by Met Council staff and com-
mittee members. Some were re-
ferred to other programs. One 

St. Paul project, 1919 University 
Ave., was deemed ineligible. It is 
an office building with a small 
commercial space and had no 
housing component. 

“Transit and development 
are a dynamic duo,” said Alene 
Tchourumoff ,  Metropoli tan 
Council Chair in a statement. 
“They work better together. Tran-
sit is most successful when it pro-
vides service where people live 
and work, and development is 
successful when people can read-
ily get there. Investments in proj-
ects like these help make our re-
gion more livable.”

Affordable housing  
to be saved
Eighty-two units of affordable 
housing will be preserved at 
Larpenteur Villa, 182 W. Lar-
penteur Ave. The St. Paul City 
Council, acting as the Housing 
and Redevelopment Author-
ity (HRA) Oct.  11 approved 

ab $40,000 loan to Aeon. The 
Minneapolis-based nonprofit is 
buying the building to preserve 
its mix of affordable studio, 
one-bedroom, and two-bed-
room apartments.

The apartments were built 
in 1969 and are part of a port-
folio of 10 buildings that re-
cently went up for sale. The 
buildings are in four cities and 
are considered naturally occur-
ring affordable housing because 
there were no restrictions keep-
ing the lower rents in place. 
They buildings accept federal 
Section 8 vouchers.

The region’s housing short-
age and the turnover of many 
apartment buildings has meant 
many inves tors  a re  buying 
properties and in some cases 
dramatically raising rents. That, 
in turn, has displaced many 
low-income families.

A e o n ,  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d 
non-profit affordable housing 
provider, has stepped in to ac-
quire and preserve all ten prop-
erties. The loan from the city is 
sought to assist with the acqui-
sition and to help put rent re-
strictions in place for 15 years. 
Aeon will continue to accept 
Section 8 tenants.

The funding for the HRA 
loan will be provided from the 
city’s tax increment financing 
affordable housing pool. 

Volunteer your time and talent this upcoming tax season!
Last year, I started volunteering 
at Prepare + Prosper by helping 
low- and moderate-income in-
dividuals and families file their 
taxes for free. I was very inter-
ested in doing this for years, but 
never thought I had enough time 
or tax knowledge to go through 
with it. That changed last year 
when I found myself in between 
jobs with a lot of free time. I have 
enjoyed volunteering so much, 
and now the organization is 
looking for more volunteers. 

I signed up for volunteer 
orientation and completed the 
required training shortly after-
ward. Before I knew it, I started 

my weekly volunteer shift at one 
of Prepare + Prosper’s free tax 
preparation sites. I was happily 
surprised to find out that I didn’t 
have to be tax expert and that the 
training provided me with the 
knowledge I needed. The staff 
was friendly and knowledge-
able and willing to answer all of 
my questions. I found this to be 
helpful especially during my first 
few shifts when I was nervous. 
I also learned that people could 
volunteer in multiple roles with-
in the tax clinic such as customer 
services or financial services. 

I am so grateful that I start-
ed this journey with Prepare + 
Prosper last year. I met some new 
wonderful people and truly felt 
like I was part of a larger team 
doing something to make a dif-
ference in my community. I en-
joyed meeting with customers 
one-on-one and was able to an-
swer their questions to help them 
better understand the complicat-
ed tax system. It was exciting to 

look for ways for individuals and 
families to get the biggest refund 
possible. 

I have a background in so-
cial services and have spent my 
entire career within non-profit 
organizations. I am impressed 
by the Prepare + Prosper staff 
and their entire volunteer pro-
gram. My interact ions with 
the team leave me feeling wel-
comed and appreciated. I am 
excited about this upcoming 
tax season and hope more peo-
ple will join our team of 500 
volunteers.

Consider joining me in vol-
unteering one day a week from 
January until April with Prepare 
+ Prosper. If you are interested, 
attend an upcoming info session 
through December. Visit their 
website at www.prepareandpros-
per.org or call 651-262-2163 to 
sign up and learn more.

Rebecca B.
Hamline Midway

Letters to the Editor

City seeks more funding for pollution cleanup and redevelopment

Development Roundup
By JANE MCCLURE
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Dale St. needs a destination or 
anchor business to improve its 
retail environment, according to 
a market analysis performed for 
the District 10 Como Commu-
nity Council and the District 6 
Planning Council. 

The good news for Como 
residents is that the kinds of 
businesses that the studies say 
could work line up with the 
kinds of businesses Como resi-
dents say they want on Dale or 
elsewhere in the neighborhood. 
These include a moderately sized, 
full-service grocery; small restau-
rants and coffee shops with a 
local focus; and a taproom.

The two studies examined 
the “retail trade area” for Dale 
between Maryland Ave. and 
Topping St., and did addition-
al examination of demograph-
ic, income, traffic, employment, 
and population trends for all of 
Como. These include challeng-
es such as the “leakage” of retail 
dollars out of St. Paul into the 
shopping areas near Lexington 
and Larpenteur and elsewhere in 
Roseville. 

The two studies were per-
formed by the consulting firm 
of Perkins + Will. The firm’s Jay 
Demma will talk about the stud-
ies during the monthly District 
10 Como Community Council 
meeting on Tues., Nov. 21. The 

meeting begins at 7pm at the 
Como Park Streetcar Station, 
which is at the northeast corner 
of Lexington and Horton. 

The studies are part of an on-
going effort by the Como Com-
munity Council to build a foun-
dation for additional business 
investment and amenities in the 
neighborhood. 

Crime is up in Como (and down)
In the end, it all depends on how 
you look at it: Crime in Como 
through September of 2017 is up 
slightly from a year ago. But over-
all crime is down from where it 
was two years ago—comparing 
the first nine months from 2015. 

In 2017, drug busts are up. 
Confirmed cases of gunshots are 
up. Commercial burglaries are 
up. 

But statistics also show auto 
thefts are way down, “crimes 
against persons” are flat, “crimes 
against property” are down, and 

“quality of life” calls are down. 
Of course, where you live in the 
neighborhood also makes a dif-
ference.

That’s some of the analysis 
District 10 presented at a com-
munity crime meeting Oct. 10. 
More than 40 residents attended. 
You can get more charts and de-
tails of crime patterns on District 
10’s website: www.district10co-
mopark.org—click on “Crime is 
Up (or Down).” Plus, you can 
download highlights of crime 
prevention tips shared by Patty 
Lammers, crime prevention co-
ordinator for the Western District 
of the St. Paul Police.

Tired of saying 
‘nobody told me’?
If you haven’t heard the lat-
est about German Immersion 
School expansion plans, renova-
tion of the Schiffman Fountain 
in Como Park, or replacement 

trees on neighborhood boule-
vards, it probably means you ha-
ven’t been reading District 10’s 
weekly newsletter. If you sign up, 
we’ll send it to your email inbox 
every Friday morning. Get on our 
mailing list: Go to www.district-
10comopark.org and click the 
“sign up” link on the right side of 
our homepage. 

Welcome new board members
Congratulations to Joseph Muel-
ler and Dunette Combs, who 
were elected to fill vacancies on 
the Como Community Coun-
cil board. Both of them repre-
sent Sub-District 4, which covers 
South Como and Energy Park. 
Mueller’s term expires in April 
2018; Combs serves until April 
2019.

…and committee members
The Como Community Council 
board on Oct. 17 appointed 13 

residents to a new Como Park 
“pathways work group.” They are 
Tim Post (chair), Teri Alberico, 
Tom Beach, Andrew Gustin, Jess 
Landgraf, Don Magnuson, Jenne 
Nelson, Suzanne Rhees, Cody 
Zwiefelhofer, plus ex-officio 
members Richard Herriges, Jenny 
Larson, Michael Kuchta, and Dan 
Marckel.

The board also appointed 
Dana Hagemann to represent 
District 10 on the city’s Como 
Dockside evaluation committee. 
Hagemann joins current D10 
board member Maggie Zimmer-
man on the committee. 

Upcoming District 10 meetings
• Como Community Council 
Monthly Meeting: Tues., Nov. 21
• Environment Committee: 
Wed., Nov. 29
• Neighborhood Relations and 
Safety Committee: Tues., Dec. 5
• Land Use Committee: Wed., 
Dec. 6

All meetings begin at 7pm at 
the Como Park Streetcar Station, 
which is at the northeast corner 
of Lexington and Horton. Com-
munity members are always wel-
come to attend and participate. 
Whenever possible, agendas are 
posted in advance in the “Board 
News” section of District 10’s 
website. 

Business in Como could be better, studies say

Como Community Council Corner
By MICHAEL KUCHTA, Executive Director

Menthol ban is approved
Menthol, mint and wintergreen 
tobacco products would disap-
pear from St. Paul grocery and 
convenience store and gas sta-
tion shelves by Nov. 1, 2018. 
On Oct. 25, the St. Paul City 
Council made amendments to a 
much-debated tobacco product 
sales ordinance.

The ordinance was the topic 
of two well-attended public hear-
ings this fall, with supporters and 
opponents packing the council 
chambers. The council heard 
emotional testimony from retail-
ers saying that a ban would cut 
deeply into their profits. Some 
set their keys on the council 
chambers, saying they could be 
forced to close.

Advocates of the ban also 
gave heartfelt testimony, with 
some holding pictures of loved 
ones who’d died due to cancer 
and other diseases linked to to-
bacco use.

The vote was laid over to 
allow discussions between retail-
ers and those who wish to limit 
tobacco access to underage users 

and people of color. Those talks 
will continue. One focus is to see 
how the lost sales could be re-
placed with other products.

The council agreed to allow 
the products to be sold for one 
more year. That allows businesses 
to use up inventory and to fulfill 
existing contracts with suppliers. 
The ban would take effect Nov. 
1, 2018.

While there was unanimous 
council support for that mea-
sure, council members split on 
the idea of allowing sales of the 
products in liquor stores. The 
vote was 4-3.

Ward five Council Member 
Amy Brendmoen has led the 
charge for changes to the ordi-
nance. She agrees with the goal 
of reducing youth tobacco access 
but has concerns about business 
impacts and access. She’s also 
concerned that affected stores 
didn’t get the same level of dis-
cussion and process other busi-
nesses did.

One of her concerns is that 
more tobacco stores will open 
in response to the ban. Allowing 
sales in liquor stores is one way 

to mitigate that.
“Kids do hang out at corner 

stores,” she said. That doesn’t 
happen at liquor stores.

Ward One Council Member 
Dai Thao was one of the votes 
against the ban. “I have nine li-
quor stores in my ward.” He 
questioned how that would re-
strict access.

The tobacco store issue is a 
concern for several council mem-
bers. They may look at restricting 
licenses citywide at a later date. 
That could be done through a 
distance separation requirement, 
as is done with liquor stores.

Hall faces more 
restrictions
The Eritrean Community Center 
of Minnesota, 1935 University 
Ave. W., faces more restrictions 
on its dance/rental hall license. 
The St. Paul City Council voted 
Oct. 18 to impose the conditions.

The need for additional reg-
ulation stemmed from incidents 
on two dates in July when police 
went to the hall. Police saw al-

cohol being sold, and sales tak-
ing place after 2am during dance 
events. The sale of alcohol with-
out a temporary on-sale liquor 
license and the fact that dances 
were going on after midnight are 
violations of the hall license.

The council fined the Eritre-
an Community Center $500 and 
placed additional conditions on 
its license. One condition stip-
ulates that there shall be no li-
quor sales or service unless a 
legally registered nonprofit con-
ducting a bona fide fundraiser 
has obtained a temporary liquor 
license. Under this condition, 
any event entry fee or donation 
collected when alcohol is being 
served or consumed is consid-
ered a sale of alcohol, and a sale 
will be deemed a violation of this 
new license condition.

The rental and dance hall 
also cannot operate between the 
hours of midnight and 6am. No 
alcohol shall be sold or served to 
underage persons.

Parks project funded
Several area parks and a planned 

downtown river balcony project 
are the beneficiaries of federal, 
state and regional grants accept-
ed Oct. 18 by the St. Paul City 
Council. Most of the projects will 
take place over the 2018-2019 
time frame. Council President 
Russ Stark said it is unusual for 
the city to be getting so many 
grants at once for its Department 
of Parks and Recreation. More 
than $6 million was received for 
parks and trails projects all over 
the city.

Among the funding alloca-
tions, a $1.713 million allocation 
from state, federal and regional 
sources was also accepted. These 
funds will be used for various 
environmental services and arts 
and gardening projects, as well as 
the Como Shuttle bus and Como 
Zoo and Conservatory.

Funding was also accepted 
to develop sepak takraw or kato 
courts at two parks, including 
Marydale Park near Dale and 
Maryland. A $100,000 grant 
from Ramsey County will assist 
with this project. Sepak takraw 
is a sport popular in the Hmong 
community.

Monitor In A MinuteBy JANE MCCLURE

St. Paul Ballet performs ‘Clara’s Dream’ Dec. 2-4 at O’Shaughnessy
St. Paul Ballet (SPB), 655 Fair-
view Ave. N., presents Clara’s 
Dream from The Nutcrack-
er, this year for the first time at 
The O’Shaughnessy at St. Cath-
erine’s University. Performances 
are Fri. and Sat., Dec. 2 and 3, 
at 7:30pm, and Sun., Dec. 4, at 
2pm.

After four previous sold-out 
performances, a swiftly growing 
student base and cast, and the 
addition of two original drops 
by designer Anne Henly, SPB has 
moved this annual holiday pro-
duction to The O’Shaughnessy, 
2004 Randolph Ave., to accom-
modate this growth.

Tickets range from $19 to 

$32 and are available through 
The O’Shaughnessy website or by 
calling the box office at 651-690-
6700.

For the f i rs t  t ime since 
2013, the lead role of Clara will 
be played by a company artist. 
Bloomington native Michelle 
Ludwig brings her light and play-
ful expression and technical apti-
tude to Artistic Director Zoé Emi-
lie Henrot’s choreography, which 
has been adjusted to Ludwig’s 
considerable artistry and capabil-
ity.

“We believe audiences will 
leave thoroughly satisfied by the 
caliber of St. Paul Ballet and the 
new fantastical technical produc-

tion,” Henrot said. “It’s our gift 
to the community.”

With original choreography, 
Clara’s Dream from The Nut-
cracker is fun for all ages. The 
90-minute show is a perfect way 
to introduce young children to 
the power and beauty of classical 
dance with Tchaikovsky’s familiar 
score. 

Based on the original story, 
“The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King” by ETA Hoffman, SPB has 
reimagined the story with Clara 
as the star. The ballet opens with 
the familiar 19th-century holiday 
party where we are introduced 
to Clara and her uncle Dross-
elmeyer, a magician who arrives 

with dancing dolls. After the 
party, Clara falls asleep, and the 
magic begins in her dreams. A 
tree grows, and a battle between 
mice and toy soldiers unfolds. 
She travels through the Land of 
Snow to the Land of Sweets to 
meet waltzing flowers, nursery 
rhyme characters, dancers from 
many lands and the iconic Sugar 
Plum Fairy. It’s a magical journey 
of Clara’s evolution from adoles-
cence to adulthood.

Founded in 2002, SPB has 
established a reputation for artis-
tic excellence and innovation in 
utilizing an artist-led model for 
dance companies. SPB’s vision is 
to lift the human spirit through 

the art of ballet.
SPB began as a training 

school offering pre-professional 
and recreational ballet. In 2007, 
SPB contracted its first profes-
sional company of six dancers.

In 2014, Henrot began di-
recting the company of six pro-
fessional dancers and four ap-
prentices. The company performs 
a repertoire of classical and con-
temporary works, ranging from 
story ballets to innovative works 
by local, national and interna-
tional choreographers that ex-
plore new directions for ballet to 
ensure its continued relevance in 
the 21st century. Learn more at 
www.spballet.org. 
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TopLine spends “Credit Union Forward Day” with Keystone
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

In early October, TopLine 
Credit Union joined 37 other 
Minnesota credit unions and 
partners in their third annual 
“CU Forward Day” across the 
state. More than 12,000 volun-
teer hours were contributed in 
80 different communities, with 

an estimated impact on more 
than 35,000 people. 

TopLine Credit Union, 976 
Lexington Pkwy. N., selected 
Keystone Community Services 
as their volunteer work site. 
Four Topline employees spent 
their afternoon weeding and 
mulching garden beds,  and 

raking leaves to prepare the 
grounds for winter. 

Topline vice-president of 
marketing and communica-
tions Vicki Erickson rolled up 
her  s leeves and pitched in. 

“Keystone is one of our busi-
ness partners,” Erickson said. 
“Like Keystone, TopLine (and 
every other Minnesota credit 
union) is a not-for-profit orga-
nization. We’re working every 

day to improve our members’ 
financial lives. This collabora-
tive effort on CU Forward Day 
is a perfect example of credit 
unions fulfilling our ‘people 
helping people’ philosophy.”

The Hamline Midway Library, 
1558 W. Minnehaha Ave., is 
the place to be as fall makes 
way for winter. Come to the li-
brary to check out books, mag-
azines, CDs, and movies, enjoy 
free Internet access and expand 
your world with programs and 
classes.

Preschool Storytimes  in 
English happen Fridays, 10:30-
11am, with upcoming events 
on November 10 and 17 and 
December 1, 8, and 15. Sto-
rytimes feature stories, songs, 
puppets,  and more.  They’re 
a great way for caregivers to 
bond with children and build 
social skills, listening compre-
hension, and letter and num-
ber recognition while creating 
a solid foundation for lifelong 
learning. Children of all activi-
ty levels are welcome!

The library also offers Eve-
ning Storytimes on Tuesdays 
in November from 6-6:30pm. 
These storytimes feature the 
same kinds of stories, songs, 
puppets, and games you’ll find 
at the daytime storytimes. Up-
coming Evening Storyt imes 
will take place November 14, 
21, and 28.

The library welcomes au-
thor Louis Porter II on Wed., 

Nov. 15, 5:30-7:30pm as he 
presents The Art of the Mem-
oir.  Write with guidance to 
share your unique story and 
discover the wonderful way 
that writing helps people sort 
through their experiences. This 
program is part of the St. Paul 
Public Library’s Tell Your Story: 
100 Years/100 Stories series.

Sat.,  Nov. 18, 1:30-3pm, 
the library presents the popu-
lar Science Saturdays program. 
This month’s theme is Music 
Makers.  School-aged partic-
ipants and their families can 
enjoy making fun sounds with 
rubber bands, string, boxes, 
bells, combs, and tongue de-
pressors.  No preregistration 
necessary—just come by when 
you can. The December theme 
is BOUNCE!, with activities 
centered on bouncing different 
objects, playing with a para-

chute, and making bouncing 
toys. That event will happen on 
Sat., Dec. 9, 1:30-3pm.

On Tuesday  a f te rnoons 
in November from 4:30-6pm, 
poet Becca Barniskis, and mu-
sician Nick Jaffe will present 
Word and Sound Lab ,  a se-
ries of open studio workshops 
for youth grades 5-8 that ex-
plores the intersection of po-
etry, sound, and video. iPads 
and other tech will be available 
to use on-site or participants 
may bring their own devices. 
This activity is open and free 
to grades 5-8. No registration 
necessary; just show up! Come 
to one session or attend all as 
you’re able. Word and Sound 
Labs take place Tuesdays, Nov. 
14, 21, and 28.

The Start a Series Book 
Club will meet on Sat., Nov. 
25,  3 -4pm to  discuss  “The 

Ruins  of  Gorlan,”  the  f i r s t 
book in John Flanagan’s Rang-
er ’s  Apprentice  ser ies.  This 
book club is recommended for 
grades 6-8, and each month 
will focus on a discussion of 
the first book in a series.

Jody’s Documentary Film 
Series  wi l l  be  holding two 
showings of the PBS POV series 
documentary Joe’s Violin on 
Wed., Nov. 29. The first show-
ing will be from 1-3pm and 
the second will be from 7-8pm 
that same day. This Academy 
Award-nominated film tells the 
true story of Joe, a 91-year-old 
Holocaust survivor, and Brian-
na, a 12-year-old girl, and the 
ways their lives were brought 
together when Joe donated a 
violin.

The Novels at Night Book 
Club meets on Thur., Nov. 30, 
6:30-7:30pm to discuss “The 

Care and Management of Lies” 
by Jacqueline Winspear. In this 
poignant novel of love and 
friendship tested by separation 
and war, Kezia struggles to keep 
her ordered life from unravel-
ing after her husband enlists 
to fight for his country, while 
Thea, her best friend, sister-in-
law, and suffragette, is drawn re-
luctantly to the battlefield.

On Sat., Dec. 2, 1-2pm, the 
Saints and Sinners Book Club 
meets to discuss good myster-
ies. Contact volunteer G. Balter 
for book lists and more infor-
mation at gerribalter@gmail.
com or 651-224-5570.

The Show and Tell Book 
Club for grades 1-3 meets on 
Sat . ,  Dec .  2 ,  1 :30-2 :15pm. 
Come share books and do fun 
literacy activities at the library!

The library and the Ham-
line Midway Elders  present 
Chair Yoga on Thursdays from 
10:30-11:30am on Nov. 9, 16, 
and 30 and Dec. 7 and 14. All 
movement is done while seated 
or standing using the chair for 
balance. This class for adults is 
taught by Nancy Giguere.

All St. Paul Libraries will 
be closed on Nov. 10 and 11 in 
observance of Veterans Day and 
on Nov. 23 for Thanksgiving.

Short term rentals to face increased regulation from city
By JANE MCCLURE

With an eye on next year’s 
Super Bowl XVII in Minneapolis, 
rolling out the red carpet in St. 
Paul means allowing short-term 
rentals. Online services such as 
Airbnb and Vacation Rental by 
Owner provide lodging for those 
who eschew traditional hotels 
and motels. Those short-term 
rentals will soon be legal, as the 
St. Paul City Council adopted 
zoning and licensing rules for 
such businesses on Oct. 25.

St. Paul has anywhere from 
250 to 300 short-term rentals, 
with many in area neighbor-
hoods. The businesses have been 
operating illegally, as they are 
technically commercial uses in 
residential neighborhoods. The 
council heard testimony pro and 
con in October from about 30 
people, with more than 50 on 
hand for the hearing. Tradition-
al bed-and-breakfast owners said 
these short-term rentals should 
follow regulations and pay taxes 
as they do. 

For owners of traditional bed 
and breakfast establishments, 
including Como Lake Bed and 
Breakfast owner Carla Sherman, 
having rules for short-term rent-

als creates a somewhat level play-
ing field. “So why should it be 
easy for any Tom, Dick or Harry 
to just open their doors and not 
collect taxes or be inspected?” 
she said.

Still, Sherman’s bed and 
breakfast will be more restrict-
ed than the short-term rental. 
Como Lake Bed and Breakfast—
and similar establishments—had 
to get conditional use permits. 
Such businesses must go through 
state lodging and food licens-
ing inspections, and other steps 
that someone renting out a spare 
couch, a room or even a whole 
house will not face. 

Hosts contend that shar-
ing their homes allows them to 
show off the city, and in many 
cases, make the income need-
ed to maintain and stay in their 
longtime homes. Some hosts 
and Airbnb contested the regu-
lations.

Hosts were to pay a $70 annu-
al fee; that is now reduced to $40. 
Short-term rental platform compa-
nies, such as Airbnb, will pay the 
city an annual $10,000 licensing 
fee, up from $7,000 proposed. 

Hosts will have to pay sale 
and lodging taxes, carry insurance 

and face regular city inspections. 
They must also meet off-street 
parking requirements. Limits are 
placed on how many units of a 
multi-family building can be rent-
ed out for the short term. Own-
er-occupied buildings can rent 
more units out.

Units that aren’t owner-oc-
cupied would have to have a 
certificate of occupancy. Guests 
couldn’t hold events such as par-
ties or receptions. 

Those who rent space in their 
homes or separate dwellings said 
the regulations are too stringent. But 
those who live near problem prop-
erties spoke of rental units housing 
a dozen or more guests at a time, of 
streets clogged with spillover parking 
and of not knowing the many peo-
ple going in and out of the neigh-
borhoods each day. These neighbors 
wanted more regulations.

For more than a year the St. 
Paul Department of Planning and 
Economic Development (PED) 
and Department of Safety and 
Inspections (DSI) have studied 
proposed zoning and licensing 
regulations, working with a com-
munity task force. International 
rental platforms including Airbnb, 
Expedia, Vacation Rental by Owner 
(VBRO) and newer, local platforms 
weighed in. 

Ward Three Council Member 
Chris Tolbert brought the regula-
tions forward with the intent to 
legalize what is currently not an 
allowed use in St. Paul. He said 
the regulations are an attempt to 
balance the desire to host guests 
and the need to protect neigh-
borhoods. He and other coun-
cil members said the regulations 
would be looked at and possibly 
changed over time.

Fall easily into winter with activities at the local branch library

News from Hamline Midway Library
By CARRIE POMEROY

TopLine Credit Union employees (left to right) Tom Smith, Vicki Erickson, 
Averell Gibson, and Scott Tinklenberg at Keystone Community Services on CU 
Forward Day. The goal of the event was to spread kindness and make a positive 
impact in communities across the state. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)
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Midway Holiday Pop-Up Shop
Sat., Nov. 25, 10am-4pm
Pop Up Shop i s  no longer 
looking for vendors, all spac-
es have been filled. To be on a 
vendor wait list, contact pop-
upshop@hamlinemidway.org.

Owning a small business 
can come with its challenges 
of retail space, visibility for 
your business, and spaces to 
sel l  your products.  Midway 
Holiday Pop Up Shop pro-
vides a welcoming space for 
shoppers, families, and small 
businesses to support one an-
other  dur ing  the  Hol idays. 
The Pop Up Shop host over 35 
vendors, has hot drinks, hot 
foods for purchase, and a love-
ly visit by Santa himself. Mark 
your calendars for Small Busi-
ness Saturday on Nov. 25 and 
come to the Celtic Junction 
at 836 Prior Ave., to support 
these businesses! 

Vendor List:
Christine Anderson
Pine Needles 
Zen Forest Photography 
Furious Fun Jewelry
Jowemo Wood 
Scentsy by Sabrina
Colbalt Crafts
Julie Gebhart
Tinker Tot Gift Shop 
Embellish by Sandra 
Simple Soaps 
Uncle Fester’s Pens
Reindeer Goddess
Free Citizen Co +  
     Spoonful of Daith 
Thomas Art Bros
Rolling Vibe Tribe 
Zilla Pottery 
Karen Morris Millinery 
Rougue Chicken Handmade 
James Powell Art 
Andina Honey 
Curative Clay 
Quiro Clay and Rose Havener
Bella Luna Botanicals 
Crow Shade Co. 
Threadamancer Embroidery 
McKenna Anderson

Santa Claus Visit, 10:30am to 
12:30pm

Live Music:
10-11am - Terri Mattila
11:30am-1:30pm - An Luan
2-3pm- St.  Joseph’s  School of 
Music

Hamline Elementary is pro-
viding concessions. Proceeds 
f rom concess ion sa les  wi l l  be 
used to support “whole chi ld” 
programming at Hamline Ele-
mentary School (a St. Paul Pub-
lic School).

Pierce Butler Meadows 
Pierce  But ler  Meadows has 
been restored! At the inter-
section of Pierce Butler Rte. 
(west) and Snelling, there is a 
prairie restoration site for ALL 
community members to enjoy. 
After a week of planting and 
a public art celebration with 
neighbors, students, and Artist 
Lucia Monge, the site is ready 
to germinate over the winter 
and bloom in the Spring. 

Signage will go up on the 
site early spring with a map of 
the designated path to walk 
along to educate and enjoy the 
site. 

We encourage to visit the 

site and enjoy its beauty with 
respect. 

Any questions about the 
site or for future volunteer op-
portunities contact info@ham-
linemidway.org.

A dog park in  
Hamline Midway?
Join HMC and the Department 
of Parks and Recreation for a 
public meeting regarding the 
possibility of creating an off-

leash dog park at Newell Park, 
5:30–7pm on Thur. ,  Nov. 9 
in the Newell Park Building 
(900 Fairview Ave. N.). Parks 
and Recreation staff will out-
line the history and context 
of the current discussion and 

answer questions. There will 
then be an opportunity to pro-
vide feedback about the idea 
of  an off- leash dog park at 
Newell. If you have any ques-
tions about the meeting, please 
contact Michael Jon Olson at 
michaeljon@hamlinemidway.
org. If you are unable to attend 
the meeting but would like to 
provide feedback, please send 
your comments to info@ham-
linemidway.org.  Comments 
will be forwarded to Parks and 
Recreation staff and the City 
Council Ward 4 office. 

Taiko Drumming 
Nov. 11 and 28, 10am-12pm
Wilder Community Center For 
Aging, 650 Marshall Ave.
Great News! The Wilder Cen-
ter for Aging received funding 
from the Minnesota State Arts 
Board, to provide arts learning 
activities to older adults and 
their family/friend caregivers 
who want to stay active. Com-
munity Art for Healthy Aging 
presents  Ta iko  Drumming . 
There is no cost to participate 
in the Saturday events,  and 
they are all kid-friendly. 

HMC Board of Directors 
deadline is Nov. 20
Run for  the HMC Board of 
Directors by declaring your 
candidacy by Mon., Nov. 20. 
Hamline Midway Coali t ion 
is seeking candidates for its 
Board of Directors. Anyone age 
16 or older that resides within, 
owns property within, or owns 
a business that is headquar-
tered and principally operates 
within, the Hamline Midway 
is eligible to run AND vote in 
the board elections. If you are 
interested in working with an 
informed and engaged group 
of neighbors to focus on local 
issues around transportation, 
development,  sustainability 
and more, consider running for 
the board.

Anyone interested in run-
ning for a seat on the Board of 
Directors must return a com-
pleted application to the Execu-
tive Director no later than 5pm 
on Mon., Nov. 20. To request 
an application or for more in-
formation about serving on the 
HMC Board of Directors, please 
contact Michael Jon Olson at 
651-494-7682 or michaeljon@
hamlinemidway.org.

Midway Holiday Pop-Up Show planned Nov. 25
By MELISSA CORTES, Community Organizer

Hamline Midway Coalition

Hamline University students participate in the Pierce Butler Meadows planting and Planton Movil on Oct. 21. 
(Photos by Pavlica Photography and courtesy of HMC)
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• After years of hope, anticipa-
tion over the summer, and a 
couple months of frustration, 
the state-of-the-art synthetic turf 
field at Como Park High School 
finally opened up for business. 
Gym classes, soccer teams, and 
football all started using the new 
green space on Oct. 7. The girls’ 
and boys’ varsity soccer teams 
earned home playoff games, 
which gave each team the chance 
to play one game this season on 
the new turf. Both teams came 
through with convincing shut-
out victories in the inaugural 
games on Oct. 10 and 12.

The official  r ibbon cut-
ting ceremony and dedication 
of the field occurred on Oct. 18 
at the end of the school day as 
the MEA weekend commenced. 
On a bright, sunshiny day, stu-
dents, staff, local government of-
ficials, and representatives from 
the Minnesota Vikings gathered 
outside and watched the proces-
sional of Como student-athletes, 
marching band and MJROTC ca-
dets around the track. Speakers 
then shared remarks, and former 
Viking E.J. Henderson, who cur-
rently serves as the team’s Youth 
Football Manager presented the 
big ceremonial check to Como 
for its NFL grant that helped se-
cure the funding for the field.

 
• On Oct. 27, the first varsity 
football game ever to be held on 
the campus of Como Park High 
School was a Cougars playoff 
game that the team earned with 
its strong regular-season record 
of 6-2. The senior leadership that 
brought the team so much suc-
cess was able to have one game 
on the turf and make a memora-
ble connection with the field for-
ever. The result was a hard-fought 
loss to highly-regarded De La 

Salle, but the experience will not 
be forgotten, especially with the 
added element of a snow-cov-
ered field from the previous day’s 
storm.

• All 330 Academy of Finance 
(AOF) students in grades 9-12 
will  be participating in the 
Wells Fargo corporate visit to 
Como on Nov. 16. Volunteers 
and mentors from Wells Fargo 
will lead the AOF students in 
small group discussions, con-
duct mock interviews, provide 
instruction on resume building, 
cover letters, and job applica-
tions. There will also be a guest 
speaker to present a financial 
literacy lesson and take stu-
dent-generated questions about 
Wells Fargo’s business lines and 
programs.

• The annual Close Up trip to 
Washington D.C. is scheduled for 
the first week of March, but fund-
raising is already in full swing. 
Students from AP Government 
classes will be bagging groceries 
for customers at the Roseville 
Cub Foods on Larpenteur from 

4-8pm on Tues., Nov. 21 before 
Thanksgiving. Cub customers 
generously support the effort of 
the students with donations that 
help defray the expense of the ed-
ucational adventure. Three other 
full days of grocery bagging for 
the Close Up students are also 
scheduled for December during 
winter break. Community mem-
bers interested in financially 
supporting the students can also 
contact the trip coordinator at 
eric.erickson@spps.org.

• Como Park High School’s Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Night is 
Mon., Nov. 27 from 6-7:30pm. 
AP Night is an opportunity for 
prospective students and their 
families to learn more about 
Como’s AP program from staff, 
parents, and a student panel. 
Middle school students and fam-
ilies interested in learning more 
about Como’s award-winning 
AP college prep curriculum will 
be able to visit with current AP 
students and teachers and ask 
questions about the AP experi-

ence. The event will take place in 
the school library, and refresh-
ments will be provided. No reser-
vation is required, but any ques-
tions can be directed to Como’s 
AP Coordinator Molly McCurdy 
Yates at 651-744-5354.

• Level 2 and 3 ELL students at 
Como collected $500 in relief 
money for victimized families 
of the bombings in Mogadishu. 
Hussein Mohamed, a former 
Como ELL student, who now 
provides educational support at 
Como through the Sanneh Foun-
dation, will be wiring the collec-
tion directly to an aid agency in 
Somalia. Many Como students 
had family members directly 
impacted by the bombing. The 
outpouring of support from all 
students, regardless of religion or 
race, was inspirational. “No mat-
ter how bleak the world looks 
some days, we teachers are so for-
tunate to be surrounded by such 
great examples of what it really 
means to be human,” said ELL 
teacher Suzanne Susens.

• Construction on the build-
ing’s new addition continues to 
progress. Steel beams are now 
two-stories high in the space 
south of the building toward 
the railroad tracks. Work crews 
are busy all day and manage 
the project so that the loudest, 
most intensive structural assem-
bly adjacent to the existing walls 
is completed after the official 
school day ends at 2pm. Staff 
with classrooms near the con-
struction have been making ac-
commodations to provide their 
after-school help to students, and 
do their grading and prepara-
tion in alternative locations away 
from the noise.

• “Give to the Max” is back again 
in 2017 and is running through 
Nov. 16! The Como Park Booster 
Club is encouraging the commu-
nity to “boost” the wide array of 
extracurricular activities, athlet-
ics, and clubs that expand stu-
dent opportunities and experi-
ences at Como. Please give gener-
ously to help support our Como 
students at givemn.org/organiza-
tion/comoparkboosterclub.

Thanks to previous dona-
tions, the Booster Club has sup-
ported activities in the past year 
including 19 grants for Como 
activities including Band, Tech-
novation Apps Club, ELL, Boys 
Soccer, Soccer Stars, Dare2BeReal 
Advisors, Student Council, AVID, 
Choir, Big Brother Big Sister, 
Cougar Journal, Girls Soccer, Cu-
linary Arts, Health Office, Coun-
seling, Prom, and the Senior 
Class Barbeque. 

Patrick Hogan

1359 HAMLINE AVE N, ST. PAUL 
3 Bedrooms/4 Bathrooms

Impeccably maintained American Foursquare brick home in 
prime location adjacent to Como Park & Rec area. Unmatched 
attention to detail and distinguished character throughout. 
Architecturally matched expansion w/ incredible owner suite 
and family room, one-of-a-kind 4 car garage. Meticulously 
groomed and landscaped yard w/ matching brick wall and 
patios. You won’t find another home like this! $795,000

For more house 
photos, visit: http://
www.spacecrafting.
com/n1nxc

612.423.3447

Field dedication, fundraising, and academic opportunities

Students and staff gathered on the turf to observe school leaders and representatives from the Minnesota Vikings of-
ficially cut the ribbon at the conclusion of the ceremony. (Photo provided)



Page 8 November 2017  •  Monitor  •  www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 

PPL to host employment services Open House Nov. 28
By MARGIE O’LOUGHLIN

Project for Pride in Living 
(PPL) will be hosting a com-
munity Open House promot-
ing its new Employment Ser-
vices at Hamline Station on 
Tues., Nov. 28 from 3–6pm. 
Located on the ground floor of 
PPL’s Hamline Station, 1305 
University Ave. W., their ser-
vices are available to the great-
er community. All of the ser-
vices provided there are con-
fidential, free of charge, and 
tailored to fit individual needs. 
Participants must be 18 years 
of age or older. 

Regular hours of  opera-
tion for the Employment Ser-
vices Center are Mondays from 
9am-4pm and Tuesdays from 
1-8pm. During those times, 
employment specialist Addri-
ana Her is available to help cli-
ents write or update their re-
sume, learn to conduct a job 
search, and develop better in-
terviewing skills. 

Her explained, “We aren’t 
just about helping you get a 
job here, we’re about helping 
you keep a job. We provide re-
tention services for 12 months. 
That means that at three, six 
and twelve months, one of us 
will call or email you to see 
how your new job is going. 
We’re able to provide a $10 bus 
or gas card at the time of hire, 
and at each of these retention 
check-ins.”

“People have a lot of ques-
t ions  once  they ’ve  been in 
a job for a while,” Her said. 
“Questions like, ‘I want more 
hours, but my employer isn’t 
g i v i n g  t h e m  t o  m e.  W h a t 
should I do? Or, I ’ve gotten 
enough experience in this line 
of work. How do I move on?’ 
We can help with skills assess-
ments and interest inventories 
whether you’re choosing or 
changing a career path. We can 
also assist in finding resources 
like child care, transportation, 
work clothing or needed tools 
through some of  our  many 
community connections.” Her 
can be reached at  612-455-
5291 for more information, or 
to schedule an appointment.

Employment specialist Ra-
chel Moran manages the WOIA 
Adult Program. This program 
provides funding for short-
term training leading to certifi-
cations in healthcare, manufac-

turing, construction, informa-
tion technology, and admin-
istrative jobs. These five areas 
currently have a high demand 
for employees. Acceptance into 
the WOIA Adult Program re-
quires income eligibility and 
circumstances of being either 
u n e m p l oye d  o r  u n d e r e m -
ployed. Moran can be reached 
at 612-455-.5314 for more in-
formation, or to schedule an 
appointment.

In  addi t ion to  employ-
ment coaching, the Hamline 
Station Employment Services 
has a financial coach on-site 
on Tuesdays from 4-8pm. Dar 
Sengkhammee can help clients 
create a personal budget, work 
on reducing debt, review cred-

it scores, and clarify financial 
goals.  He can be reached at 
612-455-5292 for more infor-
mation or to schedule an ap-
pointment. 

Angie Willardson is  the 
employment technology man-
ager for Hamline Station Em-
ployment Services. “There is a 
docking station here with 12 
computers for client use,” she 
explained. “We have the tech-
nology to support a first-class 
job search, using our ‘Talent 
Neuron’ database. It can pull 
from all  job-search engines 
at the same time. We can cus-
tomize a client’s  job-search 
very specifically and efficient-
ly, but most importantly, we 
can personalize the process for 

you. We’re a small staff, and 
we strive to build rapport with 
our clients. We want to serve as 
many people as possible, pro-
viding the very best practices 
of employment and financial 
coaching.” 

There are always two peo-
ple working during the hours 
that Employment Services is 
open at PPL’s Hamline Station. 
Appointments are encouraged, 
but drop-ins are also welcome. 
On-street parking is available 
just east of Hamline and north 
of University avenues, and the 
office is easily accessed by bus 
and train.

Employment specialist Addriana Her (left) and employment technology manager Angie Willardson (right) outside 
the office of PPL’s Hamline Station Employment Services. Their organization provides one-on-one, confidential, 
coaching-based employment and financial services at no charge. (Photo by Margie O’Loughlin)

Wishing 
everyone a

Happy 
Thanksgiving
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Zoo Boo joins hiatus with Sparky the Sea Lion until 2019
By JANE MCCLURE

It’s no trick. The popular 
Como Zoo Boo wrapped up its 
30-year run at the end of Octo-
ber, attracting thousands of cos-
tumed children and their fami-
lies to trick-or-treat at the zoo. 
The event goes on hiatus in 
2018 to accommodate a major 
zoo construction project.

S t .  Paul  Department  of 
Parks and Recreation officials 
are committed to a new family 
Halloween event again starting 
in 2019. “We’re hoping to come 
back with something different, 
something fresh,” said Matthew 
Reinartz. What that event will 
be is being discussed.

“Zoo Boo has been going 
on for 30 years, and that’s a 
great run,” he added.

Sparky the Sea Lion is also 
taking a break. Her last perfor-
mance was Labor Day weekend, 
putting a 60-year tradition on 
hiatus. Sparky will be back in 
2019. 

The Zoo Boo and Sparky’s 
shows must step aside to allow 
for the $15 million renovation 
of the zoo’s seal and sea lion 
facilities. A new performance 
space, larger habitat, and in-
door training area are among 
the features of the new exhib-
it. Improving the facilities has 
been a priority at the zoo for 
many years. Plans call for an ex-
hibit with a feel of the North-
east coast. Visitors will also get 
to see trainers working with an-
imals.

The seals and sea lions have 

been displayed in a variety of 
locations at Como Zoo. The 
outdoor exhibit was original-
ly called Monkey Island when 
it was built as part of a Work 
Progress Administration (WPA) 
project in the 1930s.

In the early 1980s Monkey 
Island was modified to become 
Seal Island. During the winter 
months, the animals are moved 
inside the Marine Mammal 
Building where Sparky has been 
housed year-round in a separate 
pool from other seals and sea 
lions. 

The facilities need replace-
ment and are very dated. Pri-
vate funds and bonding from 
the Minnesota Legislature will 
help the project become a re-
ality. The concept features two 

saltwater pools with above and 
below water viewing, along 
with an improved amphitheater 
experience for guests. One of 
the most important features of 
the new habitat focuses on ani-
mal training. With the new hab-
itat, guests will be able to bet-
ter see the training and to learn 
more about seals and sea lions.

Z o o  B o o  h a s  i n vo l ve d 
guests traveling through the zoo 
to greet costumed characters 
and get treats. Two semi-trail-
er loads of candy come in each 
year for the event, which ex-
tended over  two weekends. 
Reinartz said city officials are 
committed to starting a new 
Halloween tradition.

“With the major construc-
tion that will be starting up, we 
wouldn’t be able to have guests 
walking through the area,” Re-
inartz said. “It just wouldn’t 
work.  Zoo Boo is  all  about 
walking the paths through the 
zoo, and people would get all 

bottled up if we even tried to 
hold the event during construc-
tion.”

Zoo Boo a t t rac t s  thou-
sands of people. Its first Satur-
day this year brought in 2,700 
people despite gloomy weather. 
The first Sunday drew in about 
5,000.

One challenge for Zoo Boo, 
like other events, is sustaining a 
volunteer base. The event draws 
on about 600 volunteers. There 
are 150 to 200 costumed char-
acters alone. Behind the scenes 
are volunteers who maintain 
and mend the costumes, apply 
makeup to the characters and 
handle other chores. Some vol-
unteers have been involved for 
the event’s entire 30-year run.

“We have fabulous volun-
teers, and we hope they contin-
ue with us in 2019, with what-
ever we decide to do,” Reinartz 
said. “We always welcome new 
volunteers, and we never turn 
people away.”

Fall Festival & fence-weaving
Big thanks to all our commu-
nity partners, local businesses, 
and neighbors who collaborat-
ed on an amazing 4th Annual 
Hamline Elementary Fall Fes-
tival. 

We had to take the party 
inside this year, but that didn’t 
stop the good vibes. 

The money raised at this 
event will fund learning and 
enrichment opportunities for 
students and family-support-
ing initiatives throughout the 
school. 

A n d  f o r  e ve r yo n e  w h o 
helped with the fence-weaving 
project at the corner of Snel-
ling and Hubbard—thank you; 
it’s fantastic.

Family Resource Room
As we move into cooler tem-
peratures,  we are collecting 
new and gently  used warm 
coats and boots and new pack-
ages of  warm socks for our 

community closet. We are also 
collecting non-perishable food 

items as well as personal care, 
baby, and household items for 

the community pantry. Dona-
tions are accepted at the school 

(1599 Englewood Ave.) or to 
arrange for a pickup e-mail the 
PTA at hamlineelementaryp-
ta@gmail.com.

Welcoming Days
If you’re an interested neigh-
bor  or  a  family  s tar t ing  to 
look  a t  s chools  for  g rades 
PreK-5,  Hamline Elementa-
ry invites you to get to know 
our program and community 
at one of our upcoming Wel-
coming Days. Join us on Tues., 
Nov.  14 or  Tues. ,  Dec .  12 , 
9-10:30am, for a school tour, 
question and answer session 
with staff and current families, 
and l ight  refreshments—no 
appointment necessary! 

Can’ t  make i t  on those 
d ays ?  N o  wo r r i e s — s c h o o l 
tours can be arranged for any 
time school is in session by 
calling 651-293-8715. Watch 
for more Welcoming Day dates 
and other events in January 
and February.

Hamline Elementary news: fall into winter

Hamline Elementary School
By JESSICA KOPP

Students and staff gathered on the turf to observe school leaders and representatives from the Minnesota Vikings of-
ficially cut the ribbon at the conclusion of the ceremony. (Photos provided)

It may be getting colder outside, but our 
FLYER PRINTING & INSERT DEAL  

is hotter than ever!
Contact Denis Woulfe at the Monitor today, and plan  
to get 10,000 4-color flyers printed AND delivered

for only 6¢ each!

EM: denis@deruyternelson.com
PH: (651) 917-4183
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Truly helping troubled kids starts with educating adults
Professional says that the public doesn’t understand that libraries have become part of the current safety net
By JAN WILLMS

Working with adults who 
work with kids sums up in a 
few words the career of David 
Wilmes, a professional trainer, 
program developer and author. 
He has over 40 years of experi-
ence in the field of early interven-
tion with youth whose behavior 
puts them at risk for being, in 
his words, criminalized, patholo-
gized or ostracized from the crit-
ical community-based resources 
that promote healthy youth de-
velopment.

Wilmes began his career in a 
unique fashion.

“I grew up in rural Iowa 
during the time of the Viet-
nam conflict,” he recalled. He 
was Number 47 in the lottery 
and drafted out of college in 
Dubuque. “I knew I wasn’t going 
to be able to do that, so I start-
ed working on my conscientious 
objector status. I got it, but had 
to find alternative service for two 
years,” he said.

Being a math major, he said 
he was not equipped to do a lot 
of traditional kinds of service. 
But he got to know some nuns 
and Christian brothers who were 
going to St. Paul to set up a half-
way house. He joined them.

“I was a live-in counselor, 
mostly a handyman,” he said. “I 
became fascinated with the chal-
lenge of working with kids. Being 
a math major, I probably ap-
proached it a lot differently than 
other staff. I was more interested 
in how and why things worked, 
the program structure and de-
sign.”

Wilmes became very in-
volved with the program he was 
working in, moving quickly to a 
leadership position. He finished 
his degree at Metro State and 
completed his master’s in human 
development at St. Mary’s in Wi-
nona, focusing mostly on parent 
education and family systems.

At the program he was work-
ing with, New Connections, 
Wilmes said he became fascinat-
ed with the kinds of staff he was 
hiring, and how different staff 
could get such different respons-
es from kids. “I discovered that 
many families are not so dys-
functional, but that parents are 
not prepared to parent the kind 
of kid they got,” he said.

“I started developing a lot 
of parent education programs.” 
He said few parent classes were 
being offered at that time, and 
he started teaching them in the 
classroom. “ABC did a special on 
New Connections, and I started 
doing a lot of consulting, helping 
other communities set up pro-
grams.”

“In the mid-1980s, we start-
ed daytime programs. We had 
found residential programs were 
successful while the youths were 
with us, but not after. There was 

no transfer of learning. So we 
coupled parent education with 
the day treatment. I started doing 
a little bit of in-home family 
counseling and providing train-
ing for other institutions. My 
theory was that if we could get 
ahead of this thing, we wouldn’t 
have to go through all the misery 
of treatment. “

Wilmes published his first 
book with Johnson Institute. He 
became director of training at 
Johnson Institute in 1988, wrote 
a few more books and worked 
more on the national scene, but 
based out of the Twin Cities. He 
eventually started his own train-
ing organization but spent much 
of his time on the road. 

A friend offered him an op-
portunity with a mobile crisis 
team, and he took it. “She caught 
me at the right time,” Wilmes 
said. Although he had no expe-
rience with mobile crisis work, 
the idea fascinated him. After that 
work and a three-year stint at Ha-
zelden as director of training and 
education in the publishing divi-
sion, Wilmes spent 14 years with 
St. Paul Youth Services as director 
of services.

“I’ve been retiring for the past 
three years,” he said. “Retiring is 
one of the hardest things I have 
ever had to do.” His “retirement” 
includes working with libraries 
in St. Paul, as well as Seattle, as-
sisting their staffs in working with 
challenging kids. He also works 
with Youth Intervention Programs 
Association (YIPA), special edu-
cation programs, schools, police 
departments, community activists, 
tutors, youth organizations and 
arts media—almost any entity 
that works with young people.

Wilmes said the St. Paul 
Public Libraries had called him 
because several libraries were hav-
ing to call the police on a regular 
basis to deal with problems they 
were having with their youthful 
patrons. “Libraries have become 
the new safety net in our culture, 

and no one even really knows 
about it,” Wilmes said. He has 
worked extensively with Rondo, 
Rice Street, and Sun Ray libraries, 
as well as many others.

“I hadn’t worked with librar-
ies before, but I create things as I 
go—I innovate,” he said. “The first 
library I worked with had called 
the police 3-5 times a week. That 
first summer we worked together 
they didn’t call the police at all.”

Wilmes said he reviewed with 
the libraries what had helped in 
de-escalating the problems, which 
were with kids as young as 9-12, 
not just teenagers.

“We started understanding 
who the kids were, and we real-
ized we were supposed to be 
the adults,” he was told. Work-
ing with the staff at the libraries, 
Wilmes said his basic theory is 
that it is all about the adults who 
are supposed to be in charge. 
“That’s where you get change,” he 
explained. “Kids need relation-
ships with those adults they see 
every single day.”

He said a family bond might 
be strong, but parents cannot al-
ways give kids everything they 
need. “A lot of parents are deal-
ing with a culture that is foreign 
to them and not very accepting,” 
he said. “Personal and historical 
trauma come together. A lot of 
families have come from places 
that were laced with racism, geno-
cide, and all kinds of historical 
issues that have been passed on 
and transmitted to kids, on top of 
personal trauma.”

Wilmes said he started devel-
oping concepts related to surviv-
al orientation. “In the Midwest, 
we have developed a culture that 
is extremely stable and singular 
regarding how it thinks about 
norms and expectations. We allow 
hardly any deviation to any of 
those things,” he said. Wilmes re-
called a workshop he had given 
in a Minnesota community with 
a large Latino population. The 
school superintendent had told 

him that it had taken three gen-
erations for the Norwegians and 
Swedes to communicate. “How 
long will this take?” he asked. “It 
has to be a lot quicker,” respond-
ed Wilmes.

He said that in the past this 
country had allowed its immi-
grants incredible amounts of time 
to resettle. When he was in col-
lege in Iowa and went home for a 
holiday with his roommate, they 
were still speaking Czech on the 
streets of the town.

“I don’t think our social 
struc tures have become adaptive 
to challenges. We have kids deal-
ing with the aftermath of civil war 
in Liberia, and parents dealing 
with genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing. Our fabric of culture in the 
Midwest is extremely conservative 
in how we think about what is 
right and wrong, and very moral-
is tic. We put lots of judgments on 
folks who don’t think the way we 
do.”

Wilmes has taken a cognitive 
approach in his work with his 
professional training for groups 
and organizations working with 
youth. “Relationships is where ev-
erything starts,” he said. He sees 
a society where many parents are 
really struggling, not getting the 

kind of support they need in their 
community. He described many 
who work two to three jobs, and 
their kids end up looking for plac-
es to connect.

“I don’t think the kids are 
that much different from when I 
was young,” he said. “But adults 
have a lot more stressors today.” 
And that fact affects their children.

Wilmes emphasized that li-
braries and Parks and Recreation 
are places where kids go to con-
nect. “We don’t support rec cen-
ters enough, and we either end up 
criminalizing or medicating kids 
to get what they need.”

“My mission in life has be-
come helping adults to be more 
effective with kids who aren’t 
making those connections any-
where else,” Wilmes said.

“I am optimistic about our 
young people,” he said. “They 
are just asking for a relationship. 
We have all needed adults in our 
lives.”

Wilmes said he is often asked 
if he has not gotten burned out or 
cynical after all these years in his 
field. “The hardest thing for me is 
not to do this work….it gives me 
the chance to be upbeat, spiritual 
and optimistic in ways that noth-
ing else ever has been for me.”

David Wilmes has 40 years of experience in the field of early intervention with troubled youth. (Photo by Jan Willms)
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Episcopal Homes 
sponsors luncheon
“Lunch, Learn & Laugh” with com-
munity neighbors, residents and 
friends at Seabury Senior Housing, 
1830 University Ave., Tues., Nov. 
28, 11:30am-12:30pm. The cost is 
$8 (cash or check only please) and 
includes lunch and a presentation.

The menu for lunch includes 
tortellini soup, pecan/berry salad, 
breadsticks, and mini dessert cups. 

The presentation is “Aging 
with Gusto: Igniting More Positive 
Views of Aging.” Whether we’re 
6, 66, or 106, aging is happening 
to all of us...if we’re lucky...that’s 
not going to change. But what can 
change is how we view aging and 
how we treat one another and our-
selves as we age. Join us for this en-
gaging afternoon of introspection, 
discussion, and connection led by 
the Vital Aging Network and spon-
sored by Episcopal Homes.

RSVP To Kire Meyer-Quist at 
KMeyer@EpiscopalHomes.org or 
call 651-379-5102.

Playtimes planned 
over winter months 
Hamline Church United Meth-
odist, 1514 Englewood Ave., of-
fers community playtimes in the 
winter. Enjoy free play on rock-
ing, riding and climbing toys, 
9:30-11am on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month. Snacks 
and beverages served. 

The church also offers a 
monthly Make, Bake and Play 
Day on the third Saturday of 
each month, 9:30-11am. Use 
our tables to spread out your 
craft projects. Toys for toddlers 
through tweens.

The events cancel in the event 
of some church events, so check 
the online calendar at www.ham-
linechurch.org Or email hamline-
women@gmail.com.

Warm coats needed 
for ex-prisoners
Jehovah Lutheran Church is col-
lecting winter coats for just-re-
leased prisoners re-entering so-
ciety. Gently used large, XL and 
XXL coats, jackets and other win-
ter clothing are welcome.

Donors can place items in 
the CrossingHOME shopping 
cart in the church’s donation 
center, indoors and to the left 
of the Thomas Street entry at 
1566 Thomas Ave. You can also 
drop off items Sundays before or 
after 10:15am worship, or call the 
church at 651-644-1421 to set up 
another time.

Drum Center offers 
drumming workshop
The Women’s Drum Center, 2242 
University Ave. W., will offer 
an Intro to Hand Drumming 

Workshop on Sat., Nov. 18, 10am 
to 12pm at the Women’s Drum 
Center, 2242 University Ave. 
W. This introductory workshop 
will teach you basic techniques 
that make the drum come alive. 
Drums are provided, and the 
class fee is $30. Information and 
registration can be found at www.
womensdrumcenter.org.

Great Big Holiday 
Sale set Nov. 25
The Interact Center, 1860 W. 
Minnehaha Ave., will hold their 
annual Great Big Holiday Sale on 
Small Business Saturday, Nov. 25, 
11am-5pm. Original works from 
all 50+ visual artists in the studio 
will be on sale for 20%. They will 
be cleaning out the studio for 
the new year by pricing overflow 
works starting at $10 each for 
our first ever Semi-Annual Studio 
Garage Sale.

New pottery exhibit 
opens Nov. 11
Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761 
Raymond Ave., will hold the 
opening of their new exhibit, 
“4th Annual Yunomi Invitational, 
201” on Fri., Nov. 17, 6-8pm. 
The exhibit, curated by Kraig 
Thayer Rasmussen, includes the 
work of 36 artists and presents 
an opportunity to examine the 
myriad directions that the work 
of the “Minge-sota group of pot-
ters” has taken in the creating of 
the yunomi. Warren MacKenzie, 
who was strongly influenced by 
Soetsu Yanagi and Shoji Hamada, 
brought Japanese techniques 
and ideas home to Minnesota. 
These Japanese traditions were 
passed on to MacKenzie’s stu-
dents and emulators. The potters 
in this exhibition have been influ-
enced to varying degrees by the 
“Minge-sota” movement (Mingei 
is a reference to the Japanese 

folk art movement created by 
Yanagi) initiated by the Japanese-
influenced work of Warren 
Mackenzie.

Bible study continues
A women’s Bible study continues 
meeting on alternate Wednes-
days at 6:30pm in the lounge at 
Jehovah Lutheran Church, 1566 
Thomas Ave.

Participants are following 

“Finding I AM” by Lysa TerKeurst, 
who writes that the seven “I am” 
statements by Jesus in the Gospel 
of John lead to healing for “the 
deep cry of your heart” and “ache 
in your soul that keeps you up at 
night,” according to promotional 
material.

Remaining class dates are 
Nov. 15 and 29 and December 
13. Refreshments are provided. 

Baby gorilla born at Como Zoo
Como Zoo announces the addition of a baby western lowland 
gorilla to its troop. The baby female gorilla was born behind 
the scenes in the early hours of Oct. 18, inside the Gorilla For-
est exhibit day room to mother Alice. At approximately four 
pounds at birth, the baby gorilla appears healthy, strong and 
is bonding with Alice. This is the second birth for 15-year-old 
Alice and the third gorilla birth in Como’s 56-year history of 
caring for gorillas.

In 2014, despite considerable efforts, Alice’s infant died 
just days old. “First-time gorilla mothers are more likely to 
experience challenges related to birth and child-rearing,” said 
John Dee, curator at Como Zoo. “With this birth, everything is 
tracking as it should. Alice has shown herself to be very atten-
tive, very nurturing, and very protective of her new baby, just 
as we hoped she would.”

The baby’s father, Schroeder, a 31-year-old silverback 
western lowland gorilla, has been at Como Zoo since 1991. 
Schroeder’s troop includes females Nne (29 and pronounced 
E-Nee), Dara (14), Dara and Schroeder’s baby Arlene (2), 
Alice (15), and Alice’s yet unnamed female baby. Alice and 
Dara both came to Como Zoo as part of the AZA Gorilla Spe-
cies Survival Plan (SSP). The Gorilla SSP serves 52 zoos across 
the United States to help guide the management of the gorilla 
population. Gorilla Forest at Como Zoo is now home to nine 
gorillas: The six-member family troop and three-member 
bachelor troop—Jabir, Samson, and Virgil (all 18 years-old).

Gorillas have an eight-and-a-half-month gestation peri-
od. Offspring are born nearly helpless except to cling to their 
mother’s hair and to nurse. Young gorillas stay with their 
mothers for several years after birth. At birth, baby gorillas 
weigh between 4 and 5 pounds.

Gorilla mothers are very protective of their babies. A go-
rilla mother will carry the baby on her chest for the first three 
months. At about 6-months-old the baby will move to ride on 
the mother’s back and begin playing and moving around on 
the ground close to the mother. 

“Gorillas are very family oriented,” said Jo Kelly, Senior 
Zookeeper. “Mom will let other family members see the baby, 
and they will take their cues from mom as to how close they 
can be.” When the baby is older and able to move around on 
its own, other family members, including dad, will play with 
the baby. The family troop will remain off exhibit allowing 
Alice and baby to bond.

With this recent addition, Como Zoo continues its in-
volvement in the Gorilla SSP. One of the SSP’s most important 
roles is to manage gorillas as a population to ensure that the 
population remains healthy, genetically-diverse and self-sus-
taining. Native to the lowland forests of Central and Western 
Africa, western lowland gorillas are critically endangered. 
Commercial hunting for meat, habitat loss and disease are 
contributing factors to their status in the wild.

Newcomer featured in concert Nov. 11
Singer-songwriter Carrie Newcomer will be featured in Hamline 
Church United Methodist’s 17-18 Music & Arts Series (1514 En-
glewood Ave.) with a concert on Sat., Nov. 11, 7pm. This show is 
co-promoted by GINKGO coffeehouse, as part of their 25th con-
cert series. Tickets are $30 and available at the brownpapertix.com, 
or in person at GINKGO coffeehouse, 721 N Snelling Ave. 

Dubbed a “prairie mystic” by the Boston Globe, Newcomer 
is acclaimed for her “deep, rich alto and penchant for exquisite 
melodies,” So is the deeply spiritual view of the world that grows 
out of her contemplative Quaker faith. “I’ve always been more 
intrigued by good questions than easy answers,” she says. “Ques-
tions like, what sustains and connects us? Where do we find help 
in hard times? When I stop and pull back the layers of distraction, 
what is at the very heart of my life?”

Newcomer speaks and teaches about creativity, vocation, ac-
tivism, and spirituality at colleges, conventions, and retreats. She 
has written two collections of essays and poetry as companion 
pieces to recent albums: A “Permeable Life: Poems and Essays,” 
and “The Beautiful Not Yet: Essays, Poems and Lyrics.” 

Newcomer considers herself a spiritual progressive and is a 
prominent voice for interfaith dialogue and social justice. Her 
work is influenced by collaborations with authors and theologians 
such as Jim Wallis, Brian McLaren, Scott Russell Sanders, Barbara 
Kingsolver and Jill Bolte Taylor.

Carrie Newcomer. (Photo by Jim McGuire)

Continued on page 12
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The sessions are free, and all are 
welcome.

Emotions Anonymous 
meets Wednesdays
Do you often feel nervous, anx-
ious, lonely, or fearful? Do you 
suffer from mood swings? Are 
you suffering from depression, 
panic attacks or crying spells? 
You can find help in a 12-Step 
Group called Emotions Anony-
mous. 

At EA meetings, they read EA 
literature and share how they are 
coping with emotional problems 
and how applying the 12 Steps 
of EA helps them find mental 
health. 

The meetings are open to 
anyone who is seeking to achieve 
and maintain emotional balance. 
EA is not a religious group, and 
they welcome people of any reli-
gious affiliation or no religious 
affiliation. There is no cost to 
attend meetings. Only first names 
are used, and everything said 
at a meeting is confidential. EA 
meets each Wednesday, 7pm, at 
the Hamline United Methodist 
Church, 1514 Englewood Ave. 
Use the rear entrance and ring 
the bell to gain admittance. The 
meeting is upstairs in Room 7. 

NAMI holds partner 
support group
NAMI Minnesota (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) sponsors 
a support group specifically for 
partners or spouses of someone 
who lives with a mental illness. 
The Partners and Spouses sup-
port group meets on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm, at Falcon Heights United 
Church of Christ, 1795 Holton 
St. (Holton and Garden). For 
more information, call Melissa 
at 651-354-0825 or Sara at 763-
350-6502.

Classical music  
concert series starts
One special feature of the Ham-
line Church 2017-18 Music and 
Arts Series is a concert by ac-
claimed jazz pianist Laura Cavi-
ani, at 7pm, Sat., Nov. 18 at the 
church, 1514 Englewood Ave. A 
free-will offering will be taken.

Caviani has recorded and 
performed for more than 15 
years. She has garnered outstand-
ing reviews over the years, with 
her music described as “stun-
ningly fresh” and having “as 
much spunk as serenity.” She has 
recorded with Twin Cities vocal 
jazz greats and has studied music 
around the globe. Caviani has 
also performed with 2002 Gram-
my nominee Karrin Allyson.

At the church, she’ll perform 
original works, monk, and songs 
of the season. 

The concert is one of many 
to be offered over the next sever-
al months. The series starts with 
the Jugend Konzertchor, at 7pm, 
Mon., Oct. 23. That features cho-
ral music from Germany, Scandi-
navia, America and beyond.

Most concerts are free will 
offering. A few are ticketed 
events. The church is accessible 
to people with disabilities and 

offers ample parking and bike 
racks. 

Check the church website for 
a full schedule, at www.hamline-
church.org.

Sweet Charity opens 
HU theater season
Hamline University’s Depart-
ment of Theatre and Dance 
opens its season with “Sweet 
Charity.” Inspired by Federico 
Fellini’s Nights of Cabiria, Sweet 
Charity explores the turbulent 
love life of Charity Hope Valen-
tine, a hopelessly romantic but 
comically unfortunate dance hall 
hostess in New York City. With a 
tuneful, groovy, mid-1960s score, 
Sweet Charity captures all the en-
ergy, humor, and heartbreak of 
life in the big city for an unfor-
tunate but irrepressible optimist. 

Sweet Charity runs Nov. 
10-11, 16-18 at 7:30pm at HU’s 
Anne Simley Theatre. Tickets 
are $2 for HU students, $3 for 
ACTC students and staff, $8 for 
adults and $5 for outside stu-
dents and seniors. Reservations 
are recommended and can be 
made through the Hamline 
University Theatre Box Office 
at 651-523-2905 or via e-mail 
at tickets@hamline.edu.

Lyngblomsten wins 
innovation award 
Lyngblomsten, 1415 Almond 
Ave. W., was named among top 
innovators in the 2017 McK-
night’s Excellence in Technol-
ogy Awards competition for its 
development of eMenuCHOICE, 
a web-based software tool for 
meal-ordering and dining man-
agement. Lyngblomsten is a se-
nior care organization serving 
older adults in the Twin Cities 
since 1906.

“Looking for new and inno-
vative ways to improve the expe-

rience of our residents has long 
been part of the Lyngblomsten 
culture,” Lyngblomsten Presi-
dent and CEO Jeff Heinecke said. 
“With so much emphasis being 
placed on greater choice, staff ef-
ficiency and food cost contain-
ment, the only real way to ac-
complish this was by developing 
technology designed specifically 
for a senior living campus. We 
are proud to accept the innova-
tion award from McKnight’s.” 

Lyngblomsten’s  eMenu-
CHOICE won bronze in the 
competition’s Innovator of the 
Year Award category. The award 
recognizes senior care organiza-
tions that use technology to im-
prove quality of care and cost 
savings. More than 100 entries 
were received for the overall com-
petition, which honors five cate-
gories of award winners. 

eMenuCHOICE is a web-
based mobile software appli-
cation designed to improve the 
accuracy and efficiency of com-
munication among residents, 
servers and kitchen staff during 
the meal-ordering process. The 
system features photos and audio 
descriptions of menu items and 
can call attention to allergies, 
special diets and diet changes.

“It was the goal of Lyngb-
lomsten to bring greater choice 
and better customer service to all 
the residents across our campus 
during their mealtime experi-
ence,” Heinecke said of the soft-
ware’s development. 

Residents can use iPads or 
tablets to select their meals. The 
app also is accessible to family 
members, allowing them to be 
involved with the meal selection 
process. 

In addition to empowering 
residents and their families, the 
application streamlines dietary 
management across an organiza-
tion from the food service side of 
operations. The tool has proven 
successful in resident satisfaction, 
operational streamlining and 
cost savings. 

Lyngblomsten launched 
eMenuCHOICE for internal use 
in 2013 and began offering it 
commercially for other organiza-
tions in 2015. At this time, thou-
sands of senior care residents in 
a variety of facilities across the 
United States use the application 
for their meal-selection process. 

“The fact that so many other 
senior living communities have 
the same appreciation for eMe-
nuCHOICE that we do is ex-
tremely rewarding,” Heinecke 
said. “Its success helps to high-
light the innovative spirit of the 
Lyngblomsten staff.” 

The McKnight’s Excellence in 
Technology award is the second 
major honor eMenuCHOICE 
has received since its inception. 
In 2015, eMenuCHOICE was 
awarded LeadingAge Minnesota’s 
Leading Change Innovation 

Award, which recognizes top 
innovative programs and ideas 
from older adult service providers 
with the intent of reimagining the 
aging experience. 

Puppetry is focus  
of local classes
Homeward  Bound  Thea t r e 
Company is offering perform-
ing arts classes Tuesdays, Nov. 
28 through Dec. 19 in St. Paul.
• “Puppet Pals,” 6-7:30pm 
at the North Dale Recreation 
Center (1414 Saint Albans St. 
N.) where five- through eight-
year-olds will make their own 
unique hand-held puppet and 
try different voices as they 
bring their new “pals” to life 

Night Trains opens for holiday season
Night Trains season is back! This special Holiday tradition has re-
turned to the Twin City Model Railroad Museum, running every Sat-
urday evening from 6-9pm through Feb. 24, 2018. 

Night Trains season comes to the dozens of model railroad lay-
outs magically: the lights are turned down, the buildings and street 
lights glow warmly- setting the scene for specially lighted models of 
vintage passenger trains. The make-believe town of Matlin is buried in 
a blizzard, and throughout the Museum the layouts are adorned with 
miniature Christmas lights and decorations. 

This year Santa will be visiting the Museum on Sat., Dec. 23. He 
will have a sack of goodies for good girls and boys. Bring your camera 
and tell Santa about the train you want for Christmas. There’s no ad-
ditional admission to see Santa!

Night Trains takes place at the Museum, 668 Transfer Rd., Suite 
8. Admission to this special show is $15 per person and free for chil-
dren age four and under. Discounted group rates are also available for 
groups of three or more (max 10). 

For information about Night Trains and other upcoming events, 
please visit the Museum Facebook page or website at www.tcmrm.
org, or contact Brandon Jutz at pr@tcmrm.org with questions.

Rec Centers announce classes, events
Registration for classes/activities is open at stpaul.gov/activityreg-
istration. For questions or help with registration call the individu-
al Recreation Center.

Northwest Como Recreation Center, 1550 Hamline Ave. N., 
651-298-5813; www.stpaul.gov/facilities/northwest-como-recre-
ation-center
— Adult Indoor Soccer, begins Sun., Dec. 3-Mar. 25, 5-6:30pm; $5/
weekly
— Senior Gamers (ongoing), Tuesdays from 1-3pm; free
— Women’s 35+ Basketball; Sun., Dec. 3-Mar. 25 from 6:30-7:30pm; 
$4/weekly
— Family Movie Series, Fri., Nov. 3-Dec. 29; free 
— Crafty Christmas Class, Dec. 27-28, 1-3pm, ages 4-9; $50
— Detective Science, Thur., Nov. 16, 3:30-4:30pm, ages 5-11; $20
— Self Portrait Puppets, begins Tue., Nov, 28-Dec, 19, 6:15-7:45pm, 
ages 8-12; $40

Langford Recreation Center, 30 Langford Pk., 651-298-5765; 
www.stpaul.gov/langfordrec
— How to Make a Mini-Comic, Fri., Nov. 17, 9am-Noon, ages 7-11; 
$40
— Ultimate Game Coding on Mondays, Dec 4-11, 6-7:30pm, ages 
9-12; $40,
— Pilates for adults, on Thur., Nov. 16-Dec. 14; $29
— Tot Time, Thursday mornings, 9-10:30am
— Winter Blast, Dec. 26-29, 1-4pm; free
— Soo Bahk Do, on Thur., ages 6-Adult; $45/month (ongoing)
***Langford Dinner with Mr. and Mrs. Claus on Fri., Dec. 8 from 
5:30-7pm; $5/person, $15/Max/Family, Kids 2 and under free. 

North Dale Recreation Center, 1414 St. Albans St. N., 651-558-
2329; www.stpaul.gov/north-dale-recreation-center:
— Babysitting Training, Sat., Dec. 9, 9:30am-4pm, ages 11-17; $60
— No School Days, Dec. 26-29, 8:30am-5pm, ages 6-12; fee $20
— Paint on Canvas-Reindeer Games, Sat., Dec. 2, ages 5-12, 9:30-
11:30am; $25
— Puppet Pals, begins Tue., Nov. 28-Dec. 19, 6-7:30pm, ages 5-8; $40
— Parent/Child Tot Time, on Mon./Wed./Thur. at 9am
— Earth Moon Yoga for adults, Tues. at 7:40pm, Sat. at 11am; ongo-
ing
— Challenge Square Dancing for adults, on Mon., 6:30pm; ongoing
— Senior Fitness for adults, on Tues./Thur., 9:30am; ongoing
— Laughter Yoga for adults, 1st Thur./month, 12pm; ongoing
— Pilates-Mind/Body/Strength for adults, on Mon./Wed., 7:15pm; 
ongoing
***Winter Wonderland on Thur., Dec. 14, 5:30-7:30pm; free
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Lyngblomsten wins Rose Dobrof Award for excellence in dementia services 
Lyngblomsten Community Ser-
vices, 1415 Almond Ave., which 
prov ides  programming  for 
older adults through life enrich-
ment centers called 2nd Half 
with Lyngblomsten, received a 
$10,000 award last week in rec-
ognition of its outstanding pro-
grams and services for those liv-
ing in the community with de-
mentia. 

The Brookdale Foundation 
Group presented the national 
Rose Dobrof Award on Oct. 20 
to Lyngblomsten staff members 
attending the Brookdale Nation-
al Group Respite Conference in 
Denver. 

“This  award recognizes 
what can happen when a group 
of dedicated people and orga-
nizations come together with a 
shared vision and spirit to make 
a difference,” Lyngblomsten Di-
rector of Community Services 
Julie Pfab said. 

For the past 17 years, Lyngb-
lomsten has served the Twin 
Cities community through The 
Gathering, a weekly program 
that provides brain-stimulating 
activities for those with memory 
loss and gives a day of respite to 
their caregivers, who also receive 
support and resources from the 
program. 

“We believe we’re helping 
people with dementia and their 
caregivers in a big way by sup-
porting from many different an-
gles and trying to reach as many 
people as we can,” Lyngblomsten 
Community Dementia Care Spe-
cialist Carolyn Klaver, R.N., said. 

Since its  inception, The 
Gathering has touched the lives 
of hundreds of participants, who 
sing, create art, exercise, hear 
guest speakers and more as part 
of their brain-stimulating pro-
gram experience. Each participant 
is partnered with a volunteer spe-
cially trained to understand the 
distinctive needs of people living 

with memory loss. The Gathering 
relies on a dedicated base of 250 
volunteers who provide approx-
imately 20,000 hours of service 
annually. While their loved one 
is attending The Gathering, the 
participant’s caregiver has five 
hours of respite—a break from 
caregiving duties.

The Gathering program is 
offered through 2nd Half with 
Lyngblomsten in collaborative 
partnership with more than 20 
churches throughout the Saint 
Paul area, six of which provide 
the facilities and host The Gath-
ering. 2nd Half with Lyngb-
lomsten is a life enrichment 
center that takes an integrative 
approach to supporting adults 
aging well in their communities. 
Offerings include education and 
the arts; social activities and out-
ings; health, wellness, and spiri-
tuality; service opportunities; and 
resources and supportive services. 

“A word that comes to mind 
in the wake of this award is grat-
itude,” Pfab said. “The Gath-
ering is a unique community 
program that relies on many 
for its success. I am grateful for 
all who are involved with The 
Gathering—participants, fam-
ily caregivers, volunteers, staff, 
churches, community partners, 
the Lyngblomsten Foundation. I 
am grateful for the terrific team 
from Lyngblomsten that makes 
this happen.” 

The $10,000 accompany-
ing the Rose Dobrof Award will 
contribute to the Lyngblom-
sten Foundation’s fundraising 
efforts to provide ongoing fi-
nancial support for the contin-
ued offering of dignified, en-
riching programming through 
The Gathering.

Lyngblomsten was chosen 
as the award winner by a vote 
of members of the Brookdale 
National Group Respite Pro-
gram Network. The network 

is facilitated by the Brookdale 
Fo u n d a t i o n  G r o u p ,  w h i c h 
works to advance the fields of 
geriatrics and gerontology and 
to improve the lives of older 
adults. 

“We haven’t been working 
for national success. We have 

been working for success that’s 
one participant,  one activi-
ty, one morning, one Gather-
ing day at a time,” Klaver said. 
“The award is recognition that 
we are hitting the mark and 
making a difference.” 

The Rose Dobrof Award is 

given in memory of Dr. Rose 
Dobrof,  a nationally recog-
nized expert  in the field of 
aging. Dobrof was instrumen-
tal in the development of the 
pilot program that became the 
Brookdale National Group Re-
spite Program.

Lyngblomsten’s Community Dementia Care Specialist Carolyn Klaver (left) and Director of Community Services 
Julie Pfab beam with pride as they hold the 2017 Rose Dobrof Award. The two received the award on Oct. 20 at 
the Brookdale National Group Respite Conference in Denver on behalf of Lyngblomsten Community Services in 
recognition of The Gathering. The award honors leadership and commitment to excellence in dementia services and 
programming. (Photo submitted)

while they rehearse and present 
a show for family and friends!
• “Self Portrait Puppets,” 
6:15-7:45pm at the North-
west Como Recreation Center 
(1557 Huron St.) will have 
eight- through twelve-year-olds 
making a puppet from paper, 
flour, water and their imagina-
tions! Students are encouraged 
in risk-taking, self-realization, 
self-control and teamwork as a 
likeness of themselves is creat-
ed in a hand puppet.

For more information, and 
cost of registration call North 
Dale Recreation Center at 651-
558-2329 or Northwest Como 
Recreation Center at 651-298-
5813 or you can register online 
at www.stpaul.gov/activityregis-
tration.

Tech Dump hits  
20 million pounds
Last month, six-year-old Tech 
Dump, the social enterprise re-
cycler that turns electronic waste 
into jobs, processed their 20 mil-
lionth pound of e-waste since 
the organization was founded 
in 2011. One of their local drop 
off offices is at 698 Prior Ave. 
N. Those 20 million pounds of 

recycled electronics represent 
327,830 hours of job training 
and meaningful employment 
for Minnesotans with barriers to 
work, including time in the jus-
tice system and prior addiction. 

It’s been busy few months 
for Tech Dump. In September, 
they added a mobile hard-drive 
shredder to their services, which 
ensures the highest level of secure 
asset disposition for business-
es. On the consumer front, Tech 
Dump collected 1908 pounds of 
cell phones and cords through 
its “Cell Phone Summer” promo-
tion, funding close to 1000 hours 
of work for people with barriers 
to employment.

 

Concert planned  
Nov. 12 at Sundin
“Chamber  mus i c  f rom the 
Heart of Europe,” The Musical 
Offering’s 47th season, contin-
ues Nov. 12, 3pm, with a pro-
gram called Three Times Three 
at Sundin Music Hall ,  1531 
Hewitt Ave. Each trio comes 
from different European coun-
tries and for different combi-
nations of strings, winds, and 
piano. TMO’s musicians are 
among the region’s top per-
formers: musicians with the 
Minnesota  Orches t ra ,  each 
with extensive national and 
international professional ex-
perience. Tickets ($30/$10 stu-

dents) are available at Musi-
calOffering.org or by phone at 
651-523-2459.

The Musical Offering’s 
Nov. 12 concert compares three 
trios, each of different instru-
mentation, in a cultural tour 
of central Europe. The lovely 
and light “Serenade for Flute, 
Violin, and Viola” from the 
German composer Max Reger 
opens with clean classical 
lines and beautiful harmonies. 
Bartok’s “Contrasts” follows, 
with a keen sense of rhythm 
and Hungarian folk dance in 
a piece dedicated for Joseph 
Szigeti and Benny Goodman. 
Finally, from Vienna comes 
the charming Beethoven “Trio 
op.11,” in an arrangement for 
clarinet, bassoon, and piano. 

Tu Dance opens 14th 
performance season
Tu Dance, 2121 University Ave. 
W., opens its 14th performance 
season with a program of two 
world premieres and two clas-
sic pieces from the company 
repertory. TU Dance will be on 
the O’Shaughnessy stage (2004 
Randolph Ave.) Fri.-Sat., Nov. 
17-18 at 8pm, and Sun., Nov. 
19 at 2pm.

Led by Toni Pierce-Sands 
and Uri Sands, the dance con-
certs will feature new works by 
guest choreographers Stefanie 

Batten Bland (“41 times”) and 
Marcus Jarrell Willis (“Sensi-
ble Existence”), as well as Uri 
Sands’ “Hikari,” and legend-
ary choreographer Ronald K. 
Brown’s  s tunning “Clear  as 
Tear Water.”

41 times, commissioned 
by The O’Shaughnessy, features 
the  ful l  company and cen-
ters on the 1999 shooting of 
Amadou Diallo, an immigrant 
from Guineau, who was killed 
by four NYC police. The po-
lice fired 41 shots with 19 bul-
lets hitting the unarmed Black 
man. “Amongst the tragic kill-
ings and agony that a story like 
Amadou’s and others bring, we 
can celebrate the people who 
are taken from us and impact 
our communities through a 
lens of artistic practice. The-
atres should be a place of unity 
and understanding, and I hope 
this piece for TU Dance offers 
this opportunity to dialogue 
and heal,” said Batten Bland.

In Sensible Existence,  a 
world premiere commissioned 
by the Rosemary and David 
Good Family Foundation, cho-
reographer Marcus Jarrell Wil-
lis presents movement for five 
dancers inspired by Descartes’ 
writings on self and the world 
and set to three movements 
from Steve Reich’s The Desert 
Music. 

Originally commissioned 
by the Ordway to celebrate 

TU Dance’s 10th Anniversary, 
Hikari (2014) is an immersive 
exploration of light that Sands 
created in collaboration with 
print artist Hiroki Morinoue. 
The Star Tribune exclaimed, “…
the triumphant work roused 
the audience to its feet in an 
exuberant standing ovation.”

TU Dance company mem-
ber Taylor Collier will dance 
in Ronald K. Brown’s gorgeous 
Clear as Tear Water (2005), a 
solo work originally choreo-
graphed for Pierce-Sands. “This 
solo explores the balance of 
a woman’s vulnerability and 
strength as she is supported by 
generations of women before 
her,” said Pierce-Sands.

In addition to Collier, the 
TU Dance Company includes 
Kaitlin Bell, Jake Lewis, Adam 
McGaw, Randall Riley, Amanda 
Sachs, Alexis Staley, Christian 
Warner and Elayna Waxse.

Tickets are $22-$34 with 
discounts for students, seniors, 
military, MPR, TPT and groups 
of 10 and more. For more infor-
mation and tickets, contact The 
O’Shaughnessy Ticket Office 
at 651-690-6700; business 
hours are Mon.-Sat., 12-5pm; 
ticket office is located on the 
main campus of St. Catherine 
University at 2004 Randolph 
Ave., Saint Paul. Tickets can 
also be purchased online 24/7 
at oshag.stkate.edu.

In Our Community
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Classifieds
Want ads must be received by the Monitor by December 4 for the December 14 issue. Call 651-645-7045 for more information.  

Your classified ad will also be automatically placed on the Monitor's website at www.MonitorSaintPaul.comMonitor
Monitor Want Ads are $1 per word 
with a $10 minimum. Send your 
remittance along with your ad to 
Monitor Classifieds, 125 1st Ave. 
NW, PO Box 168, Minneapolis, 
MN 55369. Want ads must be 
mailed to the Monitor by Dec. 4 
for the Dec. 14 issue. Ad copy can 
be e-mailed to denis@deruyter-
nelson.com. Call 651-645-7045 
for more information. Your classi-
fied ad will also be automatically 
placed on the Monitor’s website at 
www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

APARTMENT WANTED
Mature woman looking for an 
affordable one-bedroom apart-
ment in St. Paul, Roseville, or 
Minneapolis. No basements. 
Please call Lynn at 651-489-9053 
OR email lynns@bitstream.net. 
Moving date is flexible.

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a Personal 
Touch. Legal Services in the areas 
of: Small Business, Wills and 
Trusts, Probate, Real Estate, and 
Family. Kirsten Libby, 855 Rice 

Street, Suite 100, St. Paul, MN, 
651-487-1208 www.libbylawof-
fice.com. B-17

AUTO STORAGE
Secured auto and boat storage 
near Snelling and University. 
Short term or long term. Heated 
and unheated available. 570 
Asbury Street. 651-641-0166. ham-
lineparkstorage.com. 11-17

BOUTIQUES
Giving Thanks Stop & Shop Show, 
November 19, 2017, noon to 
4. NSP American Legion, 2678 
Seventh Ave. E., 55109. Craftsman, 
direct sellers, photographers and 
more! Collecting for Local Food 
Shelf. 25 FREE shopping bags 
and 4 Mystery Prizes! Code word: 
Monitor. 11-17

Last Minute Stop & Shop Show, 
December 3, 2017, noon to 4. NSP 
American Legion, 2678 Seventh 
Ave. E., 55109. Craftsman, direct 
sellers, photographers and more! 
Santa Cop bring toys for some 
Joy! 25 FREE shopping bags and 
4 Mystery Prizes! Code word: 
Monitor. 11-17

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for a detail oriented 
go-getter, excellent communicator 
who enjoys learning and a variety 
of jobs to join our growing e-com-
merce business. Email hello@
oneworldmemorials.com. 11-17

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, Yard/Gutter 
Cleaning. Roof Snow/Ice. 651-
688-9977. B-17

OFFICE SPACE
Quiet, professional office space 
with free, attached parking. Single 
offices up to 10,000 sf. Building 
information available at ham-
linepp.com . Contact Eric with 
Colliers at 952-837-3087. 11-17

PAINTING
Interior Exterior Painting / Repair. 
Wallpaper Removal, etc. Gutter 
Cleaning. Insured. 651-699-2832. 
B-17

Painter Jim. 35 years experience. 
Small painting jobs wanted. 612-
202-5514. 11-17

NEXT DEADLINE:
December 4

NEXT PUBLICATION
December 14

City votes down ban on non-recyclable, non-compostable containers
By JANE MCCLURE

Carryout food and beverage 
containers that can be reused, re-
cycled or composted are a boon 
for the environment. But are they 
a bane for businesses? That debate 
is likely to continue in St. Paul, de-
spite a blow to the pro-environ-
mental measure. 

On a 2-5 vote Oct. 11, the City 
Council defeated a ban on non-re-
cyclable and non-compostable 
containers. 

The council then agreed Oct. 
18 to support a resolution on en-
vironmental sustainability. That 
measure called for all retail food 
establishments, hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, care facilities, schools, 
and institutions of higher educa-
tion, and any other organizations 
currently using disposable food 
packaging to “make every effort to 
voluntarily comply” with conver-
sion to the use of recyclable and 
compostable packaging. That pack-
aging includes food-related wrap-
pings, bags, boxes, utensils, straws, 
coverings, and containers, as well 
as cups, cans, glasses, and other 
containers for drinking or holding 
liquids. 

The vote was a disappoint-
ment to supporters of the packag-
ing ban, including the Hamline 
Midway Coalition. Community 
Organizer Melissa Cortes brought 
the council a petition with almost 
140 signatures in support of the 
ban, to show community support. 
She and other area residents said 
the ban is the right thing to do and 
supports the city in the move to-
ward zero waste generation.

But Aesop’s Table (919 Dale 
St. N.) owner Anthony Mahmood 
asked the city to look at ways to 
recycle Styrofoam products, saying 
he’d prefer those. Many environ-
mental advocates contend there is 
no effective way to recycle the ma-
terial.

Mahmood contends many 
compostable or recyclable contain-
ers will end up in the trash. He was 
one of several restaurant owners 
speaking at a public hearing earlier 
in October.

Council members Dan Bos-
trom, Rebecca Noecker, Jane L. 
Prince, Dai Thao and Chris Tolbert 
voted the ban down Oct. 11. They 
worried that the measure would 
unfairly impact restaurants, delis 
and coffee shops. One inconsisten-
cy some council members noted 
was that prepackaged foods could 
still be in noncompliant packag-
ing, in hospitals, nursing homes 
and big box stores including Target 
and Walmart.

Council President Russ Stark 
and Council Member Amy Brend-

moen voted to support the ban, 
with Stark casting the lone vote 
against Tolbert’s motion calling for 
the issue to be revisited in a year, 
saying he’d rather revisit the matter 
much sooner than that.

The Oct. 18 resolution calls 
for Mayor Chris Coleman’s admin-
istration to seek Ramsey County 
grant funds to enable the city’s De-
partment of Safety and Inspections 
to work with Eureka Recycling. The 
funds would further engage food 
service retail and institutional es-
tablishments in an outreach and 
educational effort to promote the 
benefits of eliminating the use of 
unsustainable packaging materi-
als both for those entities and for 
the local environment. A report on 
these efforts is due Sept. 26, 2018. 

That would allow a version of the 
recently defeated ordinance to 
move forward on Oct. 3, 2018.

Coleman’s administration and 
the city’s Department of Safety and 
Inspections (DSI) resist the idea of 
another year of community educa-
tion on packaging if there is no guar-
antee that the shelved rules would 
be adopted. They also questioned 
whether the city would be able to get 
county solid waste program funding 
to help with the effort. 

Had the measure passed, ma-
terials that cannot be composted, 
recycled or reused would have 
been banned as carryout option 
for food and drink. Businesses 
would have had a year to comply.

But many restaurants have 
already made the switch to en-

vironmentally-friendly materi-
als. One of the big stumbling 
points has been polypropylene 
or black plastic, which some 
restaurants owners claim is dif-
ficult to replace.

The to-go container ordinance 
was on the drawing board for 
more than a year. It was the topic 
of community listening sessions 
and presentations to business as-
sociations and district councils. 
Hamline Midway Coalition, St. 
Anthony Park Community Coun-
cil, Union Park District Council 
were among the eight councils in 
support.

“In the scheme of things, I 
think this was a relatively modest 
proposal,” said Stark. He said Min-
neapolis and St. Louis Park already 
have similar ordinances in place, 
and that St. Paul needs to step up. 
Stark also pointed out that the 
move to environmentally friend-
ly packaging is nothing new, say-
ing that McDonald’s moved away 
from Styrofoam food containers 
more than two decades ago. “I’ve 
talked to many constituents about 
this, and I still haven’t heard from 
one who doesn’t want this to 
move forward.”

Supporters said businesses 
would have had a year to come 
into compliance with the ordi-
nance. Opponents said while they 
support the goals of generating less 
waste and more composting and 
recycling, they called for a carrot 
approach rather than the stick of 
regulations. 

Several council members said 
the composting and recycling re-
quirement would affect small busi-
nesses already struggling to com-
ply with other regulations includ-
ing earned sick and safe time. 
Thao called it “just too much” 
and that another year would pro-
vide more business participation 
and support.

St. Paul City Council votes down container ban on 2-5 vote. (Stock photo)
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fresh, frozen, and refrigerated food 
items. 

Through its four food shelves, 
Keystone provides emergency food 
services to an average of 8,000 in-
dividuals each month. Keystone 
expects to distribute 2.4 million 
pounds of food in 2017. 

“This program is one of the 
largest food shelf programs in the 
state of Minnesota,” pointed out 

Pulver. “This program provides 
critical support to our neighbors 
in need.”

Pulver has served in her role 
for nearly 11 years and has seen 
the impact of practical services to 
stabilize individuals and families 
and help them move in positive 
directions.

At its basic, the Midway 
Food Shelf serves as a place 
where people can get food. “It 
helps people get through the 
month,” remarked Amacher. “It 
helps so many people.”

To be eligible for food shelf 
services, one must establish a 
need; have an income within 
200 percent of the federal pover-
ty guidelines; and live in the Key-
stone service area, which includes 
downtown St. Paul to Roseville, 
Little Canada to the Midway and 
the North End areas of St. Paul.

The people who use the Mid-
way Food Shelf most include retir-
ees with limited incomes, disabled 
veterans, veterans in general, and 
homeless individuals. The largest 
group is single men. Many don’t 

have access to stoves and instead 
rely on microwaves at convenience 
stores to heat up their food, ob-
served Amacher.

When they arrive, “I think 
they’re expected to be treat-
ed poorly, but they’re not,” said 
Amacher.

The most popular items in-
clude rice, milk, juice, cereal, 
bread, peanut butter, and produce, 
according to Amacher. “Most peo-
ple are looking for meat,” she 
added. “Meat is so expensive.”

Keystone aims to give families 
access to healthy choices and sup-
plemental food sources to keep 
families on the right track—em-
powering them to build self-suffi-
ciency and healthy eating habits.

The highest need season for 
food shelf programs is during the 
summer when children are not re-
ceiving free breakfast and lunch 
programs—which is usually the 
lowest donation season. The high-
est donation season is in Novem-
ber and December.

Keystone receives much of 
what it offers through the Second 
Harvest food bank, but sometimes 
items available are limited.

Recently, the food shelf ex-

perienced a few weeks during 
which some basic items were not 
available for purchase through 
the food bank system, including 
canned vegetables.

Food shelf depends 
on donations
“Our program is dependent 
u p o n  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t 
through donations of money, 
food, and volunteer time,” re-
marked Pulver. “Cash dona-
tions allow our program to pur-
chase food at prices far below 
retail and multiply the impact 
of donors’ gifts. Gifts of cash 
and non-perishable food can 
be brought to any of our food 
shelf sites.” 

Donation drop off hours 
are 9am to 4pm, Monday to Fri-
day. The food shelf is open to 
clients from 10–11:30am and 
1–3:30pm, Monday to Friday.

Neighbors interested in vol-
unteering at Keystone may con-
tact the volunteer coordinator at 
651-797-7725.

“We have a great group of 
volunteers,” said Amacher. “Peo-
ple leave here smiling.”

their yards and gardens. Local 
and state officials will check into 
those issues.

The EPA went in in late Au-
gust with a “time critical” remov-
al and cleanup plan. EPA On-Site 
Coordinator David Morrison de-
scribed the complex cleanup over 
the past several weeks. Crews had 
to deal with more than 80 open 
vats of chemicals. The building 
had a blue haze in the air from 
leaks and chemical interaction 
with moisture. The building’s 
plumbing system had frozen. The 
lack of maintenance meant asbes-
tos pieces had fallen inside. That 
mess had to be cleaned up before 
chemical cleanup and removal 
could begin. 

Then the most caustic and 
dangerous chemicals had to 
be contained. Strong acids were 
found in vats. Chemicals had to 
be tested to see what they were, 
with samples from every vat and 
drum. 

Pooled, liquid waste was re-
moved from under the waste treat-
ment lines. 

The EPA secured more than 
20,000 gallons of hazardous acids 
and caustic materials from open 
vats. About 80 drums of caustic 
and acidic solids and other indus-
trial sludge were contained from 
vats and containers. About 9,700 
gallons of waste liquids were 

pumped from open vats into tank-
er trucks. Lab packs containing 
849 pounds of hazardous waste 
stored in small-volume contain-
ers were also shipped off for dis-
posal, along with another 1,400 
pounds of non-hazardous waste 
used metal plating. Overhead lines 
and processing equipment had to 
be dismantled and drained.

Efforts were made to recycle 
some of the chemicals. But some 
were congealed and couldn’t be 
pumped out. Those materials were 
removed manually. The build-
ing has had 24-hour security. 
Air monitors were placed in and 
around the property.

By early November the EPA 
and its contractors were shifting 
from cleanup to disposal. That 
means taking bids on items and 

getting them taken away. Once 
disposal is set, the remaining haz-
ardous materials will be gone. 
Metal vats can be cleaned and 
scrapped out. An underground 
tank containing about 1,100 gal-
lons of diesel fuel will be pumped 
out. 

The EPA trailer will be gone. 
The goal is for the work to wrap 
up by early December. Congress-
woman Betty McCollum said that 
it’s fortunate that the mess was 
found before the U.S. was hit by 
hurricanes in late summer and 
fall. Natural disasters would have 
meant a slower EPA response.

“There’s still a big job ahead,” 
Morrison said. But part of that job 
will be shouldered by the state, 
county, and city. 

“Once the EPA is done the 

city, county and state all have roles 
to play,” Stark said.

Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) and Department 
of Health, and St. Paul-Ramsey 
County Public Health and St. Paul 
Department of Safety and Inspec-
tions (DSI) workers then step in. 

The MPCA’s role is reme-
diation, with the property likely 
going into a state cleanup pro-
gram. State and county officials’ 
future work will also include 
monitoring a 500-foot industri-
al well in the building basement 
and determining what to do with 
a smaller well that is clogged and 
cannot be checked. Water samples 
were taken from the deeper well. 

Stark said the city also has 
jurisdiction over the property 
as a vacant structure. DSI Depu-

ty Director Travis Bistodeau said 
the building is a Category Two—
meaning it has property code 
problems that need correction be-
fore it could be sold and reoccu-
pied.

Another concern is the fate 
of the property itself. The cur-
rent owners are in arrears on 
property taxes, and over time the 
site could go into tax forfeiture 
and eventually be sold to a new 
owner. Stark and County Com-
missioner Toni Carter are seeing 
if that process could be expe-
dited. City officials have heard 
there is a party interested in buy-
ing the property.

Officials haven’t said yet what 
penalties the current property 
owners face as an investigation is 
still ongoing.

Plating Inc.
Continued from page 1

Volunteers such as Michaela Lauer keep the doors open at the Midway Food 
Shelf, and welcome clients with a smile on their faces. Neighbors interested 
in volunteering at Keystone may contact the volunteer coordinator at 651-
797-7725. (Photo submitted)

Food Shelf
Continued from page 1

Caustic solution release in floor trench at Plating Inc. (Photo courtesy of the 
US EPA)

Crew members pumping fluid from a vat into a sealed tote for proper storage 
and transportation. (Photo courtesy of the US EPA)
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Minnehaha soccer coach injured in explosion focuses on recovery
Midway residents grateful for community support as they move, seek larger vehicle, and await birth of first baby
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN

After losing his right leg fol-
lowing the Minnehaha Academy 
gas explosion on Aug. 2, Midway 
resident Bryan Duffey is focused 
on walking again and becoming 
a father in January.

“Bryan has continued to 
be forgiving and gracious in all 
of this, and has been so strong 
through it all,” observed his 
wife, Jamie. “There are, of course, 
frustrations and a great sense of 
loss, but we work through them 
together. Right now we are just 
focused on getting him walking 
again, and for us to keep moving 
forward with the changes so that 
we can focus on the baby when 
he gets here.”

Rescued from under 
a column and a wall
After  graduating from high 
school  in  Nebraska ,  Bryan 
earned his degree from North-
western College in Orange City, 
Iowa, where he met his future 
wife, Jamie, who was originally 
from Perham, MN. The two got 
to know each other while work-
ing for the non-profit Hope for 
Opelousas in Louisiana, provid-
ing after-school programs for 
grades 4-12. After a stint in Wis-
consin, Bryan took a job as an as-
sistant soccer coach and custodi-
an at Minnehaha Academy a year 
ago. Jamie works full-time for 
Midwest Special Services provid-
ing day training for adults with 
disabilities.

On Aug. 2, Bryan was work-
ing at Minnehaha Academy when 
the building exploded. 

He was fortunate to be 
found by two responding offi-
cers and a third off-duty deputy 
who lives near Minnehaha. They 
removed a column that landed 
on top of him first. Then they 
took apart a wall brick by brick 
to uncover Bryan’s entire lower 
body before they could get him 
to safety. Bryan was transported 
to Hennepin County Medical 
Center and was released 27 days 
later on his two-year wedding an-
niversary.

“I am overwhelmed thinking 
about how blessed we are to have 
had these men there and to have 
Bryan still with us today,” said 
his wife, Jamie on their Caring-
Bridge page. 

Bryan underwent several sur-
geries that left him with his right 
leg amputated just above the 
knee and his left leg stabilized 
by screws and a nail through his 
tibia. 

Big purchases needed to help
Bryan achieve independence 
The injury pushed the Duffeys 
into buying a house earlier than 
planned. They were renting a 
home in Minneapolis before the 
explosion but weren’t able to 
modify it to suit Bryan’s needs, 
so they purchased a home in the 
Midway neighborhood. They 
were able to move in a week after 
his release from the hospital, but 
they are still waiting for workers 

compensation to approve fund-
ing for a bathroom remodel so 
that Bryan can transfer without 
pain, and they can have a bath-
room door back on.

By the beginning of Octo-
ber, Bryan’s neck brace was off, 
which was a relief for his wife to 
know that his neck is good and 
he could sleep a little more com-
fortably. Bryan was beginning to 
bear some weight on his left leg, 
which means he is getting closer 
to starting the prosthesis process.

He also graduated from 
speech therapy, which most-
ly worked with his brain injury. 
“This is exciting because mental-
ly he is able to drive again,” said 

Jamie via CaringBridge. “Unfor-
tunately, physically he is not able 
to drive until we get a new vehi-
cle that is higher off the ground 
and will have hand controls put 
in. We hope to get him driving 
soon so that he can gain some of 
his independence back.”

The couple owns two small 
cars, a Honda Civic and Bryan’s 
tiny Ford Fiesta. They can’t fit 
Bryan’s wheelchair and a baby in 
the Fiesta. And so, they’re on a 
hunt for a bigger vehicle that is 
higher off the ground. With his 
prosthesis, he needs a vehicle 
that will enable him to keep his 
knee joint at a 90-degree angle 
and not have to jump out of, ex-
plained Jamie. They also plan to 
outfit it through worker’s com-
pensation with hand controls 
so that Bryan can drive inde-
pendently.

The couple wasn’t planning 
on buying a house, and they 
weren’t planning to also replace 
a vehicle right now just before 
having a new baby. “Financial-
ly, it’s going to be really tight,” 
remarked Jamie. While they con-
sidered moving to a place where 
the cost of living isn’t as high, 
they decided to stay in the Twin 
Cities because of the increased 
opportunity for employment and 
access to doctors.

Fundraiser for larger vehicle
Bryan’s in-laws, Wes and Teresa 
Jeltema have attended Richville 
United Methodist Church in 
northern Minnesota where they 
live for the past ten years. On Oct. 
7, the church held spaghetti feed, 
serving 100 people and raising 
over $3,500 to date. Fifteen volun-
teers served, sang, and cleaned up.

If you want to participate, but 
could not get to Richville, con-
sider mailing a check to Richville 
United Methodist Church, 130 

SW 1st Ave., P.O. Box 67, Rich-
ville, MN 56576, or wiring a gift 
of stock, bonds or mutual funds 
to TY9146536. “This will help 
Bryan and his wife, Jamie, who 
is six months pregnant, main-
tain appropriate housing and se-
cure transportation for the trying 
months ahead,” remarked Rich-
ville United Methodist pastor Rod 
Turnquist.

“Bryan and Jamie have in-
spired all of us by their hones-
ty, their courage, and their resil-
ience,” added Turnquist.

What keeps them going
Their faith and the support of 
family, friends and the Minneha-
ha community is helping pull the 
Duffeys through this difficult time. 
Plus, there’s the excitement of ex-
pecting their first child.

“I think that having a baby 
on the way helps to motivate,” ob-
served Jamie.

They are grateful for the sup-
port they’ve received since the ex-
plosion.

“We have been supported by 
so many families, friends, church 
community, and work communi-
ties,” remarked Jamie. “Minnehaha 
Academy has surrounded us with 
love and prayers, and families have 
been bringing us meals.” Their 
church, Calvary Baptist, has also 
brought them meals regularly.

The Duffeys appreciate all 
prayers and positive vibes sent 
their way.

Life has become busy once 
again. 

“Bryan coached every regular 
season soccer game, and we are 
now moving into playoffs,” wrote 
Jamie on the CaringBridge site Oct. 
7. “This has been such a blessing 
for him as this created some nor-
malcy, and allowed him to con-
tinue to do something that he 
loves.”

Wed two years ago, Bryan and Jamie Duffey are expecting their first child in 
January, which helps carry them through the tough times they’ve been facing 
since Bryan was injured and lost his right leg following the gas explosion at 
Minnehaha Academy on Aug. 2, 2017. (Photo submitted)


